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ISSF has a joint Partner with ATLAFCO  to 
increase efficiency and promote best 
practices. (From Ben Abbou in 2014). 
 
  
  

.Promote responsible fisheries principles 

.Collect and submit total tunas catch and FAD to ICCAT 

.Improve monitoring and surveillance 

.Enhance transparency in licensing and chartering 

.Strengthen capacity for ATLAFCO members on science 
and management. 
 
Need to renew MOU or find another Umbrella 
 
 
 



ISSF MISSION   

 

 

To undertake and 

facilitate science-

based initiatives for 

the long-term 

conservation and 

sustainable use of 

global tuna stocks, 

reducing bycatch 

and promoting tuna 

ecosystem health. 
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WARNING 
 

We Don't Certify Fisheries. We Do Help Them 
Meet Certification Requirements 

•The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
sets the most widely recognized standard 
for fishery sustainability. 
•Fisheries work with ISSF to bring their 
tuna-stock, ecosystem, and fishery-
management performance up to MSC 
expectations. 

https://www.msc.org/
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All fisheries 

need to be 

sustainably 

managed.  

FADs are part of the purse seine 

fishery. The entire fishery needs to 

be managed holistically  



Purse Seine Fisheries towards 

MSC Certification  

ISSF report summarizes best practices for 

tropical tuna purse seine fisheries with 

FAD component that aim to participate in 

Fishery Improvement Programs (FIPs) w/ 

MSC certification objective 
 

Recommended practices linked to MSC 

Fishery Certification Requirements 
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BACKGROUND 
In the long term, managing FAD capacity and using biodegradable FADs, 
are key to minimizing habitat impacts. 
 

In the short term, practical solutions for FAD recovery before beaching 
are needed 
 
  

FAD retrieval Workshop | April 2018  
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WORKSHOP 
• Scientists and skippers 

examined options.  
• Report in prep.  
• A key observation is that 

solutions can differ by 
ocean region. 
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IO tests of biodegradable materials 
• With Maldives MRC and IPNLF; controlled tests in anchored settings 

 

• Tested 3 materials, examined breaking strength over time 

 

• Concluded 100% cotton rope worked best 

• Lasts as long as fishers want 

• Flexible and easy to handle onboard 

• Lower manufacturing cost 

 

Research in 2017 

Other tests by individual 
fleets not always well 
coordinated 
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IO field tests of biodegradable FADs 
• With Inpesca (Spain); looked at submerged 

structure 

 

• 85 biodegradable FADs compared against 89 

traditional ones 

 

• Many FADs lost to other fleets (typical of IO) 

 

• Preliminary conclusion: Biodegradable FADs 

are as effective as non-biodegradable FADs 

aggregating tuna 

 

 

 

Research in 2017 

Results guided 2018 large scale project in IO 
(funded by EU, ISSF and fleets) and in AO with 
Ghana (GEF-ABNJ) 
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Research in 2017 

5 types of fleet FAD fishing strategies  

Results: Little gain in number 
of sets after about 200 FAD 
deployments. But higher catch 
rates with many FADs (“cherry 
picking”). 
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 Acoustic discrimination of tuna species (with AZTI) 

• Publishing papers on Target Strength obtained in research cruises 

 

Research in 2017 

Results will help echo-sounder 
manufacturers develop multi-
frequency ones.  
 
Aim: To more accurately 
determine species composition 
under FADs 
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A More Sustainable FAD 

Considering the variety of designs and materials used 
in construction of FADs worldwide the ISSF Bycatch 
Steering Committee proposes a ranking of FADs 
according to the risk of entanglement associated with 
each design. 



Embracing a Better FAD 

As sustainable fishing approaches, like using non-entangling FADs, 

become more familiar, fishers in ISSF skippers workshops express a 

growing acceptance of them over time, and RFMOs are making progress on 

sustainble FAD measures:  
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Skippers Workshops:  
Facilitating Best Practices 

• Since 2009, convening  fishers from around the world & marine scientists to 
listen, learn from each other  

• Program has reached >1,700 skippers +  >1,000 other relevant industry 
stakeholders—fishing crews, ship owners, fleet managers and cannery managers 



A Tool To Promote & Incentivize Best Practices 
 

• Supports responsible sourcing  

• Enhances supply chain transparency and credibility 

• Enables vessels to demonstrate active engagement 

to the market 

• Improves tuna fishery sustainability 

• Practical to use 

• 3rd party audited (MRAG) for compliance 

with a series of science-based, responsible 

fishing practices 

• The best mechanism to provide tuna purchasers 

with transparent, credible information to support their responsible sourcing decisions 

• Enables vessel owners to identify themselves as active participants in tuna sustainability 

improvement efforts  

• ISSF participating companies have listed controlled vessels and committed to source 100% 

of their large scale PS purchases from PVR vessels 

• Any tuna fishing vessel may register. FREE. 

1,000+ boats listed 

a significant slice of the 

   global tuna catch 

ProActive Vessel Register 



PVR: A tool that is growing & growing 



ISSF enhanced the format of the PVR to more clearly display 

participation from various gear-types in credible and transparent 

tuna sustainability efforts 
 

 The PVR Database has gear-specific directories: 

•  Purse Seine 

•  Longline 

•  Other (Pole and Line, Handline, Troll, etc.) 

 

 Each directory includes best practices/commitments that apply to the 

specific gear type 

 

 ISSF has also published PVR audit protocols that describe the auditing 

process by gear-type  

 

 

 

 

Enhanced PVR 



Q & A 
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