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 ATLAFCO and the Sustainable 
Exploitation of Marine Resources 



Challenges of  the fisheries  
sector  in ATLAFCO area  

 

 Major challenges of the fisheries sector in 
the region 
• Limited governance  for  fisheries 

management  
• Many institutions governing the sector  
• Weak MCS   
• Resources over-exploitation  
• High levels of illegal fishing 
• Climate change impact 
• Ecosystem degradation  
• Low returns from  the exploitation of 

marine resources 
• Undeveloped  aquaculture sector 
•  limited Capacity building 
• Lack of scientific knowledge, information 

and data 
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There are many inter-related issues affecting 
the sustainability of fisheries, including  

• overcapacity in fishing fleets   
• related increase in illegal, unregulated 

and unreported (IUU) fishing,  
• failure to take into consideration 

ecosystem effects of fishing into 
management plans (e.g. bycatch, 
discards, destructive fishing 
practices), 

•  lack of incentives-based 
management,  

• weak monitoring, control and 
surveillance capacity  

• inability and/or unwillingness to 
accept short-term costs for long-
term benefits.  

Unsustainable Fishing  
 



What is sustainability? 

 
Sustainability is a development that 
satisfies the needs of the present 
without risking the inability of future 
generations to satisfy their own needs 
Brundtland Report - Our Common Future, World Commission on the Environment 
and Development, 1987 

 
 
 
 

 

Today the word ‘sustainability’ encompasses biology of the 
seafood stock, economics, the socio-cultural aspect of 
fishing, labor practices and food security  
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The  foundation of the principle of  
the sustainable use of living Marine Resources 

 

UNCLOS which main objective was clearly to 

provide  a management regime that gave coastal 
States responsibility for the wellbeing of, and 
benefits from, the resources lying immediately 
offshore from their coasts 

Agenda 21 

SDG 14 

FAO 

ATLAFCO Convention 

10th Ordinary Session of the Ministerial Conference of ATLAFCO                                                  Abidjan, 26-28 August 2018  

 



 
ATLAFCO actions are directed by the following 
guiding principles: 
 
 Consistency with the spirit of the 

Constitutive Convention and its provisions 
 Adoption of an integrated regional approach 

to solve  common problems 
 Coherent multi-level approach between 

international, regional, and state levels 
 Include sustainable fisheries as a 

Sustainable Development Goal priority area 

 

ATLAFCO and Governance of fisheries 
in the area 
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ATLAFCO Convention  
and sustainable use of marine resources 

 

 ATLAFCO Convention provides a comprehensive legal framework 
for  activities related to the Sustainable  use of marine resources 
in line with SDG 14 , that include: 

 The conservation and management of fishery resources 
(article.3) 

  Assessment and conservation of highly migratory species 
(article.4) 

 Monitoring, surveillance and control of fishing 
vessels(article.5)  

 Marketing of fishery products(article.7)  

 Social conditions of fishermen(article.9) 

 Development of marine scientific research(article,11)  

 Harmonization of policies(article.13) 

 
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 
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End overfishing 

  
1.End overfishing  

 

 Encouraging Member States to harmonize their 
legislation, exchange information on their 
regulations to achieve the implementation of an 
effective fisheries management in the region 

 

 e.g. adoption of the minimal access conditions and 
common management of the trans-boundary 
stocks 

 

14.4 … end overfishing, illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices 
and implement science-based management plans 
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2. Combating IUU fishing  
 

 Strengthening regional MCS 
 Development of a regional program of observation 
 Development of a harmonized regional  program of port 

inspection 
 
 MoU LDAC/ATLAFCO 
    Promoting good governance via  transparency and best 
practices 
 
 MoU GFCM /ATLAFCO 
    Setup of an interregional platform for exchanging information 
related to IUU    activities in both Atlantic and Mediterranean 

 
3. Implementing science-based management plans 
 

The creation  and support the African Maritime Research 
Network (RAFISMER) to base fisheries management and 
management policies on reliable and credible scientific 
foundations by synergy and sharing means  
 

 
  

 
 

Combating IUU fishing and 
Implementing science-based  

management plans 
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 Supporting attendance of African scientists in the 

scientific committees of the relevant international 
instances; 

 Realizing observation campaign of marine resources in 
member countries  EEZ to collect data and information and 
disseminate the results of research with different users in 
the most appropriate form; 
 
 Participation in the decision making process  
 Enhancing scientific capacities 
 Ensuring the transfer fisheries knowledge 

 

 14.a increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer 
marine technology 
 
 
 

 

Scientific knowledge  
and research capacity development 
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 Promoting visibility, recognition and enhancement of the role of artisanal fisheries in  the 

integrated and inclusive development 
• BOOSTING  the African network of women operating in fisheries activities(RAFEP) 
• Collaboration with NGOs and civil society involved in SSF(WADAF, CAOPA…) 
• Ensuring trainings to improve quality and sanitary conditions of fish products for better 

access to regional markets  for African women operating in fisheries   
 

 Promoting  South/South cooperation in the artisanal fisheries  (the landing infrastructures: 
PDA, FV…) 

• working conditions improvement  
• fisheries management  
• fisheries products valorization  
• strengthening of  fish trade 
• actors professionalization   
• formalization of the connected activities 

 

14.b “Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets” 
 

  
 

 

Enhancing artisanal fisheries 
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   Enhancing the implemention of the relevant international law instruments 

 
 
 Contributing effectively and sustainably to the incorporation of ATLAFCO’ MS in the 

global framework for the governance of seas and oceans (Preparatory meetings) 
 Ensuring the Participation of MS in the international fisheries instances 

(CITES,ICCAT,IWC,COFI……)  
 Promoting the adhesion of MS to the international fisheries instruments (initiation of the 

PSMA ratification process) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as 
reflected in UNCLOS 

 

Encouraging implementation of international 
 law instruments as reflected in UNCLOS 
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Commitment of ATLAFCO MS to support  
common interest issues 

 Responsible and sustainable management of 
the fisheries sector remains a critical objective 
to strengthen food and nutrition strategies 
within developing countries such our region 

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON FOOD SECURITY 
Submitted to IWC 67, by Antigua and Barbuda, 
Cambodia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone 

AFFIRMING the inherent link between food 
security and nutrition, preservation of cultural 
identity and security of livelihoods when 
delivering on global sustainable development 
goals 

 



CONCLUSION 

 The achievement of sustainable use of marine resources 
requires  strong cooperation and coordination at both 
regional and international levels: 
 
Integrated Governance   

 
 Regional coordination mechanisms,  MoU between 

the sub regional  institutions operating in the area 
(ATLAFCO,SRFC,FCWC,COREP,REPAO,WADAF and 
Infopêche)  

 Alignment to Pan African fisheries policy  
 

 Partnership  
promotion(OFCF,LDAC,GFCM,ISSF,AU/IBAR) 

 

Sustainable utilization of resources, based on the 
principles of sustainable development, is the key to 
rational and responsible conservation and 
management of living marine resources 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 
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Only fisheries that are truly 
sustainable can continue to 
contribute to international trade 
and development for many 
generations to come  


