SIERRA LEONE




« Maritime Piracy is not a new problem.
« The earliest act of piracy is found in ancient past.

 Itis mostly common in the Adriatic Sea, Aegean Sea ,
China Seas, Gulf of Aden and the Gulf of Guinea.

« The early acts of piracy was made of shore parties
raiding coastal villages.

&
 The ‘Golden Age’ of Maritime Piracy was between | X
and 18! centuries.




* Piracy consists of any of the following acts:

(a) any illegal acts of violence or detention or any act or
depredation , committed for private end by the crew or the
passengers of the private ship or a private aircraft and
directed: (i) on the high seas against another ship or

aircraft, or against persons or property on board such ship

or aircraft; (||) against a shlp, aircrafts, persons or proﬁ‘ert
in place outside the | S i




There are many factors contributing to piracy in the Gulf of

Guinea and Aden. These factors include:
legal and jurisdictional weakness
favorable geography

conflict and disorder

underfunded law enforcement
Inadequate security

poor zonal coordination and cooperation



The Government of Sierra Leone have established the Joint
Maritime Committee(JMC) to provide coordination and
management mechanisms for all maritime resources and

activities within Sierra Leone.
The JMC is comprises of the following instituitions:
« Office of National Security(ONS)
e The Ministry of D
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* National Revenue Authority(NRA)
* Department of Immigration
« Sierra Leone Marine Police(SLMP)




=Ships Control — (Inspections)
b, Maritime Professional Logs (Ship registration
A° Safety of life at sea/Search & Rescue

 Protection of people and goods
o Illegal Traffic of people
e Illegal Immigration

e Smuggling

e Piracy

e Terrorism

o Intel

Sea ecosystem protection



The JOC is a centre of convergence for information from parties
Involved in maritime operations:

Assets at sea
Administration
Co-ordinates with other mariners, EU & Merchant Navies

The mission of collecting, assessing and managing &
information is essential in order to take into accoupnt, sieurare
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« Attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Guinea have exposed the
vulnerability of the region’s maritime space. This has
precipitated various countermeasures. A number of regional
associations have been effectively involved in countering piracy
In the region; these are

* The Gulf of Guinea Commission (GCC) created In 2001 but
only operational in March 2007. Iy

« The Economic Communlty of West African States ECOWAS




« The establishment of Maritime Inter- Regional Coordination
Centre (MICC) in Yaounde, Cameroon agreed by the heads of
government from ECOWAS and ECCAS.

 The Yaounde’ Declaration of June 2013 a “Code of Conduct
Concerning the Repression of Piracy, Armed Robbery against
Ships, and lllicit Maritime Activity in West and Central Africa”
was adopted to further promote collective efforts on mformatlon

sharing, interdiction, prosecution, and support to V|ct|ms“\’< .
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Table.1: Actual and Attempted attacks in West Africa (2010-Jun2016).

to world

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Jun-

2016
Angola - 1 - - 1 - 1
Benin - 20 2 - - - -
Cameroon 5 - 1 - 1 1 2
Dem.Rep.Congo 3 4 2 - 1 3 2
Tome&Principe - - - - 1 - -
Gabon - - - 2 1 -
Guinea 6 5 3 1 - 3 -
New Guinea - - - - - 1 -
Ivory Coast 4 1 5 4 3 1 1
Nigeria 19 10 27 31 18 14 24
Liberia 1 - - - 1 2 -
The Congo 1 3 4 3 7 5 1
Mauritania - - - 1 - - -
Morocco - - - 1 1 - -
Togo - 6 15 7 2 - 1
Sierra Leone - 1 1 2 1 - -
Region sub- Total 39 51 60 52 38 30 32
World Total 445 439 297 264 245 246 08

Percentage of Region | 8.8% 11.6%0 20.2% 19.7% 15.5% 12.2% 32.7%
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The restricted number of piracy-
related trials emphasizes the necessity for greater coordination
of legal efforts in the region as stated in the Memorandum of
Understanding between ECCAS, ECOWAS, and the Gulf of
Guinea Commission.

A classes preventive mechanism characterized
by maritime air patrols, ship-borne patrols, ground and satellite
based surveillance assets is used to observe and secur@tthe
Gulf of Guinea. » -

Profiling Piracy Networks




« Maritime Piracy is a timeless issue.

* Piracy in and around the world is rooted in poverty and
conflict.

« Counter-Piracy efforts are making a difference.

* Lessons learned from other pirate-prone regions may be
useful.







