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Introduction

In stark contrast, maritime piracy in 
Africa is on the rise again 

Having peaked at 293 attacks in 
2011 before falling to just 35 in 
2015, the numbers more than doubled 
in 2018

In East Africa, international 
counter piracy efforts and regional 
cooperation structures have led to a 
decline in piracy since 2010

 In West Africa, however, political 
and economic instability is 
increasingly encouraging criminal 
groups to conduct violent attacks at 
sea





Understanding the Dynamics 
of Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea 

 Incidents of piracy in the region have 
evolved throughout the years both in terms 
of geographical expansion and level of 
sophistication

 Piracy in the form of hijacking and 
kidnapping for ransom payments was also 
common off the coasts of Benin, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Congo and Cameroon

 Piratical activities have progressed from 
low-level armed robberies and oil 
siphoning in the Niger Delta to more 
refined assaults including hijacking and 
cargo theft within the territorial waters 
of neighboring countries

 Attacks are gradually becoming well-
coordinated and more violent targeting not 
only commercial vessels but crewmembers 
as well



What is piracy in the context of 
West Africa?

A strict definition of maritime piracy 
only includes attacks on shipping on 
the high seas - that is, more than 12 
nautical miles off the coastline and not 
under the jurisdiction of any state.

Inside a country's territorial waters 
and within port facilities, these 
attacks are defined as armed 
robberies at sea.

However, according the data from 
latest report(The State of Maritime 
Piracy, One Earth Future) combines 
these two sets of data to give an 
overall picture of incidents at sea 
both inshore and offshore.



How is piracy in the context of 
West Africa?

 Not just the huge tankers exporting oil and gas from 
Nigeria and Ghana that are targeted

 Commercial ships from smaller countries are also in the 
sights of the pirates

 The Gulf of Guinea led the world in piracy in 2018
 The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) recorded 201 

incidents in 2018, up from 180 in 2017
 The gulf accounted for:

 6 hijackings
 13 of the 18 ships took fire
 130 of the 141 hostages
 78 of 83 seafarers taken for ransom worldwide

 The statistics above are the ones reported
 The IMB believes half of attacks go unreported 
 Piracy should be a concern for corporations that go 

through the Gulf of Guinea. 
 Asian and Latin-American pirates are less aggressive, 

resulting in petty theft and robbery. 
 The pirates in the Gulf of Guinea used to take oil from 

the tankers, but now since oil prices have dropped, kidnap 
for ransom (KFR) is the tactic of choice.





Nature of Maritime attacks









Why are attacks rising?

Most of the attacks have been 
against ships involved in oil and 
gas transportation, such as 
tankers, bulk carriers and tugs

Fishing vessels have also been 
targeted

The coastline off Nigeria saw 
the most attacks in 2018 

This is partly because of "petro-
piracy", targeting tankers from 
Nigeria's rich oil and gas fields

There were also incidents 
reported at the loading and 
anchorage facilities in the 
Nigerian port of Lagos.



Reasons of the increase 
of attacks

 West Africa is becoming the 
world’s new piracy hotspot with 54 
incidents occurring in 2015, 95 in 
2016, 97 in 2017 and a worrying 
112 in 2018

 The increase has occurred for a 
number of reasons including 
 poverty, 
 political instability, 
 a lack of proper law enforcement
 a long list of lucrative targets. 

The last point is true of Nigeria 
which experienced the most attacks 
due to an increase in “petro-piracy”
which has targeted vessels involved in 
oil and gas transportation. 
Another simple reason for West 
Africa’s rise is the downward trend 
in other regions, particularly East 
Africa and Asia



Signs of improvement

 IMB PRC reports “a welcome and marked decrease” in 
attacks in the Gulf of Guinea for the second quarter of 
2019

 Commending the Nigerian navy for actively responding 
to reported incidents by dispatching patrol boats

 While recognizing that many attacks go unreported 
 IMB recorded 21 incidents around Nigeria so far in 

2019, down from 31 in the same period of 2018

 Increased naval presence from Nigeria where boats 
patrol every hour deters pirate activity from happening

 Better cooperation and data sharing between African 
nations prevents piracy and increases response times

 United States Africa Command (AFRICOM) exercises 
increase naval presence in the region while training is 
happening

 Training by AFRICOM also increases readiness to 
prevent piracy and neutralize piracy threat.
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