Ministerial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation among African
States
Bordering the Atlantic Ocean (ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT)

Fight against TUU fishing: international legal instruments and current
state
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Introduction

Relgar'dless of where we live, the food we eat, and the Iangua%e we speak, we a
rely on the Oceans to keep us alive. Illegal, Unreported, and Unregu ated

1 IUU is a collection of dishonest fishing Er'ac‘rices, both on the high seas and in
areas within national jurisdiction, that threatens
. especially as the worldwide
demand for fish as a protein source continues to grow

1 According to the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Or‘ganiza‘rion (FAO), TUU
fishing accounts for as much as per cent of the fisheries sector, with
an estimated annual furnover of between

' TUU fishing remains one of

a affects the livelihoods of people who depend on fisheries in the
African coastal countries

Q }A(Jetjlk MCS lead many African Coastal countries price for

A and and

fishing vessels


http://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/background/what-is-iuu-fishing/en/
http://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/en/

The definition of TUU fishing

ILllegal, unreported and unregulated (TUV)
fishing is a broad term originally defined in
2001, within the context of the IPOA-IUU, Different forms of IUU in marine fisheries
and includes:

Fishing and fishing-related activities
conducted in contravention of national,
regional and international laws.
Non-reporting, misreporting or under-
reporting of information on fishing operations
and their catches.

Fishing by "Stateless” vessels.

Fishing in convention areas of RFMOs by non-
party vessels.

Fishing activities which are not regulated by
States and cannot be easily monitored and
accounted for.

Fishing in areas or for fish stocks for which
there are no conservation or management
measures.

RFMO CONVENTION AREA




Threats of TUU fishing

IUU AND GHOST GEAR: ATHREAT TO FOOD GLOBAL

GHOST GEAR

SECURITY AND SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES INITIATIVE

Iz Megal, Unreported and GHOST GEAR: 640,000 tonnes of fishing THE LINK: Hotspot areas for IULU can
Unregulated fishing has many negative gear are lost or abandoned in our lead to higher amounts of ghost gear
environmental, economic and social oceans each year, making up arcund as vessels fishing illegal are more likely
impacts. It is a major contributor one tenth of all marine litter. This to abandon or lose their gear. This has
to overfishing and impacts on the ‘ghost gear” has increased as fishing an impact on fish stocks, wildlife and
sustainability of fisheries. efforts intensify, creating wide-ranging liwelihoods.

problems for the marine

envirenment. Organisations including UNMEF and

the FAO have acknowledged the link
between ghost gear and LU,

Vessels fishing illegally are
more likely to create ghost gear

To evade capture

by authorities
To avoid being

denied entry
to port




Threats of TUU fishing

On both a local and global scale,
IUU damages ecosystems and economies
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Harms fish stocks and
“bycatch” marine life,
including at-risk species

Compromises
fishing management
and conservation efforts

Spurs distrust of seafood
sources and food safety

=

—
ﬁmines responsible

fishers and seafood
companies

Increases risk
of food insecurity




Strong political will and concerted action,
including through RFMOs, by:

v Flag States
v Port States
v Coastal States
v Market States

Capacity and resources to

v Detect IUU fishing
v Enforce regulations
v Take action and prosecute

FlGH“NGII—LEGAL FiISHING.



The issue now features prominently on
the international political agenda,
particularly following the adoption of
the Sustainable Development Goal

(SDG) targets 14.4 and 14.6, which @ GOALS
set =

and subsidies contributing to 14 e
TUU fishing by 2020 AN

i

Legal measures, such as introducing
or

, are often implemented at
national and international levels to
combat such practices

uan 1as1, @@

14.7.1, 14.b.1

FISH STOCKS,
SUSTAINABILITY

OF FISHERIES,
ILLEGAL FISHING
AND ACCESS RIGHTS
FOR SMALL-SCALE
FISHERS




UN FSA Rome Global Record”

UNCLOS CCRF IPOA-lUY | Declaration PSMA VG-FSP VG-CDS




UNCLOS (1982)* FAO Compliance Agreement
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http://www.google.co.id/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkvN6-_ODMAhXBXaYKHSDgDA4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.talkvietnam.com/2012/12/unclos-1982-tool-for-sustainable-development/&psig=AFQjCNES06e1kt8EMQnr75OyS02NLo3g9A&ust=1463569779523855
http://www.google.co.id/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja6Kvv_eDMAhUGx6YKHYr8DqwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.crocodilebay.com/blog/2012/10/17/biodiversity-costa-rica/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=biodiversity-costa-rica&psig=AFQjCNEpTTYd-JpGNLt0klpYnj624sTbNA&ust=1463570137182193

United Nations Fish Stock Agreement

o‘fﬂﬂg For the Conservation and Management of
U@* Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks
I 00
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Highly migratory fish stocks

Migrate long distances across
intermnational waters.

Straddling fish stocks (St
Migrate across or “straddilie™ more
than one exclusive sconomic zZone
CEEEZ) and thhe high seas._
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United Nations Convention on Sasaline 200

the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) e Brcoon ey DO

muleos

Gave coastal nations the right to To82 ' Exdmzlv'e ‘Eecgg;)nﬂc : Tihe Highh
manage Fisheries within their Exclusive =
Economic Zones {(EEZ)

ISSUE: How to manage highly

migratory and straddling fish stocks®

Umnited Nations Fish Stocks
Agreement (CUNFSA)

199S International treaty that ser ouf principles for
the conservation and sustainable use of

straoddiing ond highly migratory fish stocks.

Review Conference of UN
Fish Stocks Agreement

2006

CURRENT ISSUES INCLUDE:

- data management

Review Conference of UN 2010 - illegal, unreported and unregulated
Fish Stocks Agreement (TUU) Fishing

- fishing subsidies

- shark fishing

Review Conference of UN 2016 - bycatch

Fish Stocks Agreement
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MIUONEr

Prevents illegally caught fish from entering international
markets through ports

d

Provides better and more harmonized traceability of fish
along the value chain

d

International guidelines for the marking of fishing gear,
aimed at eliminating abandoned, lost or discarded gear

d

State-certified repository of vessels involved in fishing
operations



http://www.fao.org/port-state-measures/en/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/globefish/fishery-information/resource-detail/en/c/426994/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1099767/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1099767/icode/
http://www.fao.org/global-record/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-record/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-record/en/

1 Several United Nations Agencies have together created a solid framework to end IUU fishing and its related human

- The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization's , in force since 2016,

Q

O When applied together effectively, these three treaties provide for a solid le

rights abuses

strengthens port controls to prevent illegally caught fish from entering the global market

The International Labor Organization's in force since 2017, sets
basic standards for decent work conditions in the commercial fishing industry
The International Maritime Organization's , that was adopted in 2012, will enter

into force once 22 States have ratified with a total of 3,600 fishing vessels 24 meters or longer, outlines
safety standards for commercial fishing vessels and details requlations that countries party to the
agreement must adopt to protect fishing crews and their observers

All three U.N. agencies have recognized the benefits of the

al
framework to protect countries and their citizens from threats to food secur'igy and
environmental sustainability, human trafficking and forced labor.


https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2014/11/port-state-measures
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2018/05/the-cape-town-agreement

1 The FAO, ILO, and IMO have collectively recognized
the link between safety, labor and IUU issues

i R = T

-~ and the need for these issues to be addressed together in order to be effective.

Together, these treaties:

- Help guard against overexploitation of fish stocks
1 Protect the people catching them
' Help ensure that all captains and crews on the ocean and in port are operating under the same set of rules

' Accomplishing that simple goal has always been tricky because of the numerous nations that have regulatory authority over
any given fishing voyage, and the varying degrees to which those authorities enforce the rules:

O FAO's Port State Measures Agreement addresses legality of catch
O ILO's Work in Fishing Convention addresses decent working conditions.
O IMO's Cape Town Agreement addresses fundamental safety standards



a TP(\je CTA is designed to improve safety globally and set a level playing field for
industry
- Through the CTA, States that already have fishing vessel safety requlations can
demonstrate leadership on an important issue and encourage those fhat lag behind to
create them.
) Those without such regulations can raise their standards and provide protection for
vulnerable workers.
O The PSMA requires parties to strengthen and harmonize port controls for
foreign-flagged vessels, and as a result aims to keep TUU fish out of the
world’'s markets.

1 Ports known for lax law enforcement or limited inspection capacity are a prime
pathway for unethical fishermen to get their catch from ship to shelf

 Port States enfor'cin% the treaty will refuse port entry or access to For“r services,
including landing and transshipment of fish, fo foreign-flagged vessels known to have
engaged in IUU fishing

[ €188 sets out binding requirements to address the main issues concerning work

on-board fishing vessels, including

[ occupational safety and health and medical care at sea and ashore, rest periods,
wr'i‘rk en work agreements, and social security protection at the same level as other
workers

 Until C188, there was no instrument setting international labor standards for workers
employed in the sector.
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a , last amended by Reg.
86/2010, covers the IUU framework

- Only

by the competent flag state or exportin

E'Une can be imported to or exported from the

 An is issued regularly, based on TUU

vessels identified by RFMOs

 The IUU Regulation can
that turn a blind eye to illegal fishing
activities(
- first it issues a warning
O then it can identify and black list them for not

fighting IUV fishing

] EVU operators who fish illegally anywhere in the

world, under any flag,

proportionate to the economic value of
their catch, which deprive them of any profit

Tackling illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing

: Thorks to this cooperation,
2 mmore thary 30 third -
cowmitries hove improved .
their systermns to fight 1IUU .



https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/illegal-fishing-overview-of-existing-procedures-third-countries_en.pdf

overfishing IVU

is a major—often unidentified—actor in TUU fisheries crimes, and is found ;
including at the processing and distribution points.

It's a problem that consumer countries must address, not just a problem in source countries. Moreover, is not a
case of a few bad actors -

Corruption in fisheries is a complex problem with many layers, but the basic solution is to build fransparency
and traceability into every stage of the process.

Data-sharing, public access to information, are among important components of a complex, long-term solution

The UNCAC (2003) acknowledges the critical role of media in fighting corruption. Art. 13(d) asks States Parties
to strengthen the participation of society in the fight against corruption by “respecting, promoting and protecting
the freedom to seek, receive, publish and disseminate information concerning corruption’


https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/tnrc-fisheries-supply-chain-corruption

O Publicizing ob[&ecﬁve and factual information on TUU
practices for local fishing communities, the public at large

and local, national and international officials
nes JL ‘e that undermine the sustainable
exploitation of living marine resources and have so many
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[ By giving journalists and their networks
we can

help the media raise awareness about the drivers of TUU
fishing and their socio-economic impact on coastal
communities through regular broadcast shows, international
investigations and front-page print media stories




TIUU threatens our

) Marine ecosystems,

) Undermines governments’
efforts to manage their
marine resources,

] Endangers food security
] Exacerbates poverty
] Serves as a security threat

) Encourages many human rights
violations and social costs
that are detrimental to
livelihoods

International fisheries
instruments and tools

UNCLOS (1982)

UN Fish Stocks Agreement (1995)

FAO Port State Measures
Agreement (2009)

Work in Fishing Convention No. 188

Cape Town Agreement (2012)

Journalists, reporters , communicators and all
media players have a vital role in addressing
IVV fishing and protecting the Oceans by

] Dissemination
1 Sensibilization
! Awareness

] Education






