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FINAL REPORT  
 
 

1/ The Ministerial Meeting of the eighth Session of the Ministerial Conference on 
Fisheries Cooperation between African States Bordering the Atlantic Ocean 
(ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT), took place in Accra (Ghana) on 19 February 2010, at the 
kind invitation of the Government of the Republic of Ghana. It was preceded by the 
meeting of Experts which took place on 17/18 February 2010 in Accra. 
 
2/ Taking part in the meeting were the Ministers and representatives of the following 
member States: Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Morocco, Mauritania, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo, as well as the subsidiary networks of 
ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT, i.e. the African Network of Fisheries and Marine Science 
Research Institutes (RAFISMER) and the African Maritime Training Establishments 
Network (REFMA). 
 
3/ The following observers were also present at the meeting: Exchange South-
South (ESS), Japan, regional and international organizations as well as the 
following institutions: 

 - Overseas Fishery Cooperation Foundation (OFCF) of Japan; 

 - United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); 

 - Intergovernmental Organization for Information and Cooperation on Marketing 

and Fisheries Products in Africa (INFOPÊCHE),and 

 - Sub-regional Fisheries Committee of West Central Gulf Of Guinea 
(FCWC/CPCO). 

 
 
4/ A list of the participants is attached. 
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5/ The opening ceremony was presided by His Excellency the Honorable KWESI 
AHWOI, Minister of Food and Agriculture of the Republic of Ghana. 
 
6/ In his address, His Excellency the Honorable KWESI AHWOI, expressed his 
deep gratitude to the Kingdom of Morocco and the Government of Japan for their 
financial assistance in organizing this session. He expressed his gratitude to all 
participants, in the name of the President of the Republic of Ghana, Prof. John Atta 
Mills Hails and the people of Ghana, and thanked them for having chosen to 
organize this session in Ghana, the first time since the creation of 
ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT in 1989 that an English-speaking nation has been selected.  
 
7/ Furthermore, he recalled the challenges to be faced by ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT, 
in particular: 

− The rise in the number of jobs available in the fisheries sector; 

− The increase in income received from international trade; 

− The large contribution made by the fisheries sector to the GDP of 

member countries  

− Food safety 

− Reducing poverty 
 
8/ He urged the Conference to adopt the documents giving ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT 
legal personality so it can play its full part at the international level, i.e.: 
 

− Amended protocol regarding the institutional framework of ATLAFCO/ 

COMHAFAT 

− Financial rules 

− Internal rules of procedure 

− Status of staff 

− Financial contribution to the Regional Fisheries Development Fund (FRDP) 
 
9/ Finally, he declared open the eighth Session of the Ministerial Conference on 
Fisheries Cooperation between African States Bordering the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

SIGNATURE OF THE AMENDED PROTOCOL REGARDING THE 
INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT  

 
10/ Two versions of the amended protocol, English and French, were submitted to 
the delegations for signature. 
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ELECTION OF THE BUREAU 

 
11/ For conduct of the proceedings, the Conference elected the following Bureau by 
acclamation:  
 
President                 : Republic of Ghana 
1st Vice President    : Republic of Angola 
2nd Vice President    : Republic of Cameroon 
3rd Vice President   : Republic of Senegal 
4th Vice President    : Republic of Gambia 
Rapporteur               : Republic of Togo 
Permanent member        :  Kingdom of Morocco 
 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
12/ The meeting adopted the following agenda: 
 

- Opening ceremony of the meeting;  

- Signature of the amended protocol 

- Election of the President and members of the Bureau 

- Presentation and adoption of the agenda  

- Report by the outgoing President of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT 

- Study and adoption of the report of the meeting of Experts 

- Statements by Heads of Delegation 

- Place and date of the 9th Session 

- Other business  

    - Reading and adoption of the final report of the 8th Session 

  - Close of the 8th Session 
 

REPORT BY THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT OF ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT 
 

13/ The representative of the outgoing President presented a statement of 
ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT’s activities for the period 2007-2009, in which he noted the 
action taken as a follow-up to the decisions and recommendations of the 7th 
session. The report as presented furnished detailed information on the activities 
carried out. 
 
14/ The report of the outgoing President was considered satisfactory by all the 
participants and was therefore adopted unanimously. 
 



 Executive Secretariat - BP 476, quartier administratif, Agdal, Rabat – Morocco 
TEL (212) 537 68 83 28 / 30  FAX  (212) 537 68 83 29   E-mail : secretariat@comhafat.org 

 

 

STUDY AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE MEETING OF EXPERTS 
15/ The meeting of experts took place in Accra, Ghana on 17-18 February 2010. At 
the end of its work the meeting adopted a report which included the results of its 
debates as well as its recommendations concerning the various subjects discussed. 
 

16/ The Conference studied this report attentively and made appropriate comments 
on its contents.  
 

REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
OF ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT 

 
17/ The Conference took note of the report of its activities and expressed its 
satisfaction at the results achieved by the Executive Secretariat, despite the limited 
resources at its disposal. It recommended that this report be completed by the 
addition of information about the rate of achievement of each activity. 
 

STUDY OF DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE OPERATION OF THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT 

 
18/ Three documents were submitted for examination: the planned Internal Rules of 
Procedure regarding the organization and operation of the Executive Secretariat of 
ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT, the proposed status of the staff of the Executive Secretariat 
and the planned Financial Rules. 
 
19/ The Internal Rules regarding the organization and operation of the Executive 
Secretariat were examined, amended and adopted. 
 
20/ The planned Financial Rules document was amended and adopted. However, 
the Conference recommended it to be completed with a manual of procedure 
written by a consultant and then submitted by the Executive Secretary to a work 
group. However, Mauritania expressed reserve about Article 2 of the Financial 
Rules as adopted.  
 
21/ As for the planned Status of staff, the Conference recommended that this plan 
should be completed by the Executive Secretariat, particularly the items regarding 
evaluation criteria and procedures, pay and allowances, etc., and submitted 
afterward to the work group mentioned in paragraph 17 to study the Manual of 
Procedure. 
 
Elsewhere, differences were raised about the question concerning the recruitment 
of Secretariat staff. Several countries wanted recruitment of staff to the Secretariat 
of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT, especially unit managers who are career officials, to be 
open to nationals of member States. The position of Morocco is that, in accordance 
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with the Convention, the Kingdom of Morocco finances the operations of the 
Executive Secretariat and supplies its own staff. 
 
22/ Recommendation was made to set up a work group to study the status of staff 
as well as the manual of procedure. 
 
The work group is composed of Ivory Coast, Ghana, Mauritania, Nigeria, Angola, 
Cameroon, Guinea-Bissau and Morocco. This group will make recommendations 
that aim at harmonizing all the documents of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT so as to offer 
more opportunities to nationals of all member countries. The meeting will take place 
in Morocco. Traveling expenses are to be the responsibility of each country.. 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE REGIONAL FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT  
FUND (FRDP) 

 
23/ The system of fair sharing and a fixed base amount of US$10,000 as the annual 
contribution to the Fisheries Development Fund (FRDP) was adopted. 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR MONITORING THE FUND FOR PROMOTING FISHING 
 IN THE ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT AREA 

 
24/ The Conference took note of the first meeting of the Joint Committee held in 
Accra, Ghana, on 15/16 February 2010 and was pleased to learn that the Fund 
would soon be functioning, and that it would certainly strengthen the activities of 
ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT in member States. 
.  

PRESENTATION OF ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT’S  
THREE-YEAR PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES  

 
25/ The Conference took note of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT’s three-year programme of 
activities for the period 2010-2012. This plan consists of five areas of action.  (Cf. 
Copy attached). 
 
26/ The Conference recommended that an order of priority should be established 
for carrying out these actions, top priority being given to the protection and 
preservation of fisheries resources primarily by means of the creation of a regional 
plan for combating illegal fishing and the establishment of a network for interchange 
between analytical laboratories of fisheries products. 
 
27/ It also asked for another column to be added to the table, showing the financial 
contributions of each party. 
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REINFORCEMENT OF WOMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN THE FISHERIES SECTOR OF 

MEMBER STATES OF ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT 
 
27/ The Conference recommended that women should be encouraged to form 
groups in each country so as to create a network of top-rank organizations on the 
scale of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT. 
 

ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT’S INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION STRATEGY 
 
28/ The Conference acknowledged the importance of the ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT’s 
website as a rapid and efficient means of spreading and exchanging information 
between member states, and recommended countries that had yet to do so to 
designate focal points as soon as possible.  
 

PLACE AND DATE FOR THE NINTH SESSION 
 
29/ It was decided that Angola should organize the 9th session of 
ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT and the 8th meeting of the Bureau. 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
30/ In his presentation, the representative of the delegation of Japan informed the 
meeting of the 15th Session of the CITES conference to be held in March at Doha 
(Qatar), and of Monaco’s proposal to add the Atlantic red tuna to Appendix I of 
CITES, to be studied at CITES – COP15. 
 
31/ He noted that the addition of the Atlantic red tuna to Appendix I of CITES could 
damage the sustainable use of this species. 
 
32/ The same applies to the addition to Appendix II of CITES, of eight species of 
shark and valuable coral.  
 
33/ He asked for the support of member States of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT for the 
position of Japan, which is that this issue be removed from CITES and placed in the 
hands of organizations entrusted with the task of managing these species, such as 
ICCAT. The meeting expressed its support for the Japanese position which remains 
faithful to the principles of the sustainable use of fisheries resources. 
 
34/ In his presentation, Mr. BABANA Ould Yahya, Vice-president of REFMA, 
presented his report on the results of the  activities of this network and its Action 
Plan for the next two years. 
 
35/ The Representative of RAFISMER Mr. SAID TALEB presented an account of 
the activities of this network and its action plan for 2010-2012. 
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36/ The meeting was advised that INFOPÊCHE was holding an extraordinary 
meeting in addition to the Ministerial Conference of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT.  

 
 

STATEMENTS BY HEADS OF DELEGATIONS 
AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  

 
37- The Conference heard statements by the Heads of Delegation from member 
States of Cameroon, Senegal, Morocco, Guinea-Bissau and Gambia.  
 

READING AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
38/ The Conference adopted this report including the statements and 
recommendations it contains. It also requested the permanent Secretariat to 
prepare and distribute a definitive version. 
 

CLOSE OF THE MEETING 
 
39/ H.E. the Honorable NII AMASAH NAMOALE, Ghanaian Vice-Minister of Fishing 
and Agriculture, President of ATLAFCO/COMHAFAT, announced the close of the 
8th session of  the Ministerial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation between 
African States Bordering the Atlantic Ocean  
 
The meeting was declared closed at 8 pm on 19 February 2010. 



 Executive Secretariat - BP 476, quartier administratif, Agdal, Rabat – Morocco 
TEL (212) 537 68 83 28 / 30  FAX  (212) 537 68 83 29   E-mail : secretariat@comhafat.org 

 

Annex : Participants list 
PAYS NOM ET PRENOM ORGANISME FONCTION EMAIL PHONE 

 

Angola 

Dielobaka N'dombele Ministère des Pêches Directeur des relations 
Internationales 

intercambio-director@angola-
minpescas.com 

00244923333663 

Miguel Andre Antonio Ministere de l’ Agriculture et de 
la Peche 

Direcion de Peche amiguelaudre@yahoo.br +244926270399 

Dr. Fidel Casimir Angola Embassy in Ghana Economic Officer fidelcasimire@yahoo.fr 024-5405605 

Benin Gnitassoun Denagnm 
 

Direction Des Peches Directeur De Peches gnitassounluc@yahoo.fr +22921331551 
+22998219686 

Cameroun 

Sanzhie Bokally Raymond               
 

SE/CDPM Douala director cdpm74.dla95@yahoo.fr 
 

77700483 

Djimgou Djomeni Michel                 
 

Min. of External Relations Assistant Research 
Officer 

djomenimischel@yahoo.fr 237 77426276 

Baba Malloum Ousman Minepi a. Yaounde Directeur bmalloumousman@yahoo.com 
 

23799973408 

Côte d’Ivoire 

Dr. Djobo Anvra Jeanson Min de l'Agriculture l'Elevage et 
de la Pêche 

Directeur Productions 
Halieutiques 

Jeanson_7@hotmail.com  

Gabon 

Ampari jean 
 

Direction Générale de Pêches Directeur General 
Adjoint 
 

jean.ampai@laporte.not 06269788 
07988496 
76-26-03 

Nkoane Ndoutoume Guylene Direction Générale des Pêches  Chargée d’Etudes ndoutoume2@yahoo.fr +241 06613139 
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D.R. Congo Gustave Cuma Ministère de L’Agriculture Conseillère 
 

gustauecuma@yahoo.fr  

Congo 
 

Basubi Ishikitilo Ministère de L'agriculture Dir-Coordo Nat. Peches basubi_ishikitilo@yahoo.fr 23799973408 
998422027 

Gambia Famara S. Darboe 
 

 Assist. Director darboefams@yahoo.com 002209830711 

Ghana 

Hon. Nii Amasah Namoale MOFA Deputy Minister in 
Charge of Fisheries 

namoale@gmail.com 0243-265388 

Jonathan Ankrah Fisheries Comm. Snr. Accountant 
 

jontankra@yahoo.com  

Joshua Nartey Ologo Fisheries Commission Accountant 
 

Duanor@yahoo.com  

Leo Crentsil  Fisheries Commission Accountant 
 

AkotoTee@yahoo.com  

Michael A. Cornelius  Fisheries Commission Executive Officer 
 

corneliusM72@yahoo.com  

Rubina Adzigbo Fisheries (MOFA) Secretary         
                  

rubina6gh@yahoo.co.uk  

Alfred Tetebo 
 

F/C, MOFA Director of Fisheries alfredtetebo@yahoo.com 233 244257915 

Alhassan Merrsah Fisheries Commission Supply Officer 
 

  

Patricia Markwei Fisheries Commission Dep. Director of 
Fisheries 

patmark3@yahoo.com 0244 272791 

Papa Joe Maale-Adsei Fisheries Commission Supporting Staff 
 

p-j38@yahoo.com  

George Hutchful Fisheries Commission Deputy Director 
 

Georgeh7@hotmail.com 0244160621 
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Ghana 

Agatha K. Anakwa MOFA Private Secretary  
 

agatkess@yahoo.com +233 244487970 

Ernestina Odonkor Fisheries Commission Secretary 
 

 021-675144 

Ruby Obeng-Darko Fisheries Commission Private Secretary  
 

 020-8165231 

Matilda Quist  Fisheries Commission Assistant Director suatedequi@yahoo.com 
matildaquist@yahoo.co.uk 

020 8112230 

Frank Owusu Fisheries Commission  Deputy Director erank73@yahoo.com 
ncusflpgh@yahoo.co.uk 

0285043059 

Dominic Boye Fisheries Commission   0279070235 

Doris Yeboah Fisheries Commission  ncus@lpgha.com 0242874779 

Eunice Asante Fisheries Commission  egsante80@yahoo.com 0246552403 

E. C. Hammond Fisheries (MOFA) Snr. Record. Officer  233 208462572 

Alhassan Merrsah Fisheries Commission Supply Officer 
 

  

Patricia Markwei Fisheries Commission Dep. Director of 
Fisheries 

patmark3@yahoo.com 0244 272791 

Papa Joe Maale-Adsei Fisheries Commission Supporting Staff 
 

p-j38@yahoo.com  

George Hutchful Fisheries Commission Deputy Director 
 

Georgeh7@hotmail.com 0244160621 

Agatha K. Anakwa MOFA Private Secretary  
 

agatkess@yahoo.com +233 244487970 
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Felicia Agyei Fisheries (MOFA) Bilingual Secretary Fekucua.agyei@yahoo.com 024-2618198 

Samuel Quaatey Fisheries Commission Director of Fisheries samquaatey@yahoo.com 020-8163412 

Alexander Adu-Antwi Fisheries Commission Assist. Director lexozua@yahoo.com 0244 964524 
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Michael Achampong Fisheries Commission Board Chairman mikemercurygh@yahoo.com 0249-672173 
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Accra 

Director ayensuimpraim@yahoo.com. 
 

0276037634 

Guinea-Bissau 
 

Guaidino Afonsote Secretariat d’Elat de la Peches Directeue du Gabinel 
des Etudes et 
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guahdinoatonsote@hotmail.co 
gualdinoz2009@hotmail.com 

00245 6759274 
00245 5313030 

Mane Mussa Secretariat d’Elat de la Peches Directeur Du Cabinet se mussamane@hotmail.com 00245 666 3737 
00245 5911060 

Dr. Sami Mario Dias     

Morocco 

Benabbou Abdelouahed Fisheries Dept. Directeur International 
cooperation 

Benabbou@mpm.gov.ma 
 

02125376896 

Yassine Elaroussi Fisheries Dept. Head of Service of 
Cooperation 

eloussi@mpm.gov.ma 
 

+212537688160 

El Ahdal Mohamed RAFISMER Chef  Division 
documentation Chargé 
Coordination Comhafat 
Rafismer 

elahdal@inrh.org.ma 
 

212522200849 

Taleb Said RAFISMER  taleb@inrh.org.ma 
 

212522200849 

 Amar Dahmani Deps Maritime 
Agdal, Rabat, Maroc 

Executive Secretariat dahmani@mprn.gov.ma 212537688328/ 
3021266218915 

Executive 
Secretariat 

Rahmani Fatima Secrétariat Exécutif de 
COMHAFAT 

Changée de Programme Rahmani_fatima@yahoo.fr 0621260213281 

Tamime Aziza COMHAFAT Assistante au Secrétariat 
Exécutif  

Tamime@mpm.gov.ma +212661707896 
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Morocco 
Emabssy 

Imane Ouaadic Morocco Emabssy in Accra Deputy Head of Mission Ambassade.manoe.ghana@gm
ail.com 

0275 423835 

Mauritanie 

Mohammed El Hafed Ejiwen Ministère de Pêches Directeur 
 

hafedhejiwen@yahoo.fr 002226301989 

Mohamedine Fall Ould Abdi Ministère des Pêches Couslilden 
Techapa 

mfabdi@peches.gov.ma 
 

002260340 

Babana Ould yahya Ministère des Pêches Directeur Ecole des 
Peches 

Babana.ould.yahya@gmx.com 002226580458 

Nigeria 

Abiodun O. Cheke (Ms.) FDF, Gark 11 Abuja, Nig. Assistant Director 
 

abbeycheke@yahoo.com +2348034032256 

Adenuga Olubunmi Olunuga FMAWR, Abuja Deputy Director 
 

bunmiolunuga@yahoo.com +2348020626507 

Obinna Chukwuma Anozie FMAWR, Abuja Chief Fisheries Officer 
 

ocanozie@yahoo.com +234803454385 

Senegal 

Ndiaye Mamadou DPSP/Sénégal Deputy Director Lamindiaye@gmail.com 22177630078787 

Ndiaye Ousamane Ministère de l’Economie Maritime Conseiller Technique  ndiayecounda@yahoo.fr 00221338495079 

Marieme Diagne Talla  Direction des 
Pêches Maritimes 

Juriste masodiagne@yahoo.fr (221)338230137 

Papa Namsa Keita Direction des 
Pêches Maritimes 

Directeur des Peches 
 

pnkeita@gmail.com 2210338230137 

Sierra Leone 

Rukiatu K. Kamara Ministry of Fisheries Deputy Secretary 
 

rukiekornya@yahoo.com 076695244 

Sheku Sei Ministry of Fisheries Sierra 
Leone 

Fisheries Officer seisheku@yahoo.com 0023276795912 

Togo Ali Domtani Maepiopa Director domtania@yahoo.com +2289006011 

Liberia Sheck A. Sherif MOA/Liberia Deputy Coordinator scholarabdul@yahoo.com +2316423573 

Liberia Yevewuo Z. Subah Ministry of Agriculture Coordinator of Fisheries yevewuozsubah@yahoo.com +2316517748 
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Kenro Iino Fisheries Agency Advisor, Fisheries 
Minister 

keniino@hotmail.com  

Shuto Tsuyoshi O.F.C.F Director, Loan Adm.  
 

shuto@ofcf.or.jp 
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Oikawa Masaki Comhafat ATLAFCO Sec Expert en Peche oikawa+-masa+-+-+-+-
+kichofu@yahoo.co.JP 
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