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I. INTRODUCTION 

Ocean pollution is a complex problem that causes deep health, environmental and 

economic concerns. It is not limited to a single form of pollution, but rather to a 

multitude of sources of contamination. This ocean pollution encompasses the 

introduction of toxic materials and harmful pollutants such as agricultural and industrial 

waste, chemicals, oil spills, as well as plastic waste into marine waters. One constant in 

all of these factors is that most of this pollution originates on land and is the result of 

human activities. 

 

The objective of our workshop is to highlight the worrying plastic pollution of the 

oceans, widely recognized as one of the most serious of our time. Every year, 

astronomical quantities of plastic, totaling millions of tons, invade our oceans to such an 

extent that we are witnessing the formation of a phenomenon referred to as the "7th 

continent," which spans more than 3.5 million km²
.
This constant tide of plastic waste 

goes far beyond just an environmental nuisance; it constitutes a global crisis with 

devastating consequences. 

 

II. CONTEXT 

The oceans, the true lungs of the planet, are the cradle of incredible biological diversity. 

They are home to thousands of marine species, large and small, that interact within 

complex ecosystems. Unfortunately, this marine biodiversity is seriously threatened by 

pollution, particularly plastic pollution. Marine animals, often mistaking plastic debris 

for food, ingest these toxic fragments, leading to excruciating suffering and, in many 

cases, death. The effects of this pollution are not limited to marine animals; plastics 

break up into microplastics, which are ingested by smaller organisms and travel up the 

food chain to reach humans, impacting our own health. 

At the same time, marine ecosystems are undergoing dramatic transformations. Coral 

reefs, already threatened by climate change, are also affected by the accumulation of 

plastic, compromising the survival of many marine species that depend on them. Plastic 

pollution alters the chemistry of seawater, promoting toxic algae blooms and disrupting 

natural nutrient cycles. In short, it causes systemic disruptions with incalculable 

consequences on the health of our oceans. 

Faced with this global crisis, the need for awareness and mobilization is felt like never 

before. We can no longer ignore the human, ecological and economic cost of ocean 

plastic pollution. It is a collective responsibility that we must assume, mobilizing all 

spheres of society to reverse this alarming trend. 

Individuals can start by reviewing their consumption habits, reducing their use of 

single-use plastic and favoring sustainable alternatives. Local communities can 

implement more effective waste management programs and organize beach and river 

cleanups . Companies have a responsibility to rethink their business models to minimize 

their environmental impact and promote nature-friendly products and packaging. 

Governments must put in place strict policies and regulations to reduce plastic 

production, promote recycling and hold plastic producers accountable. 

Tackling ocean plastic pollution requires immediate, comprehensive and coordinated 

action on a global scale. It's time to come together to preserve the health of our oceans, 
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protect our precious marine biodiversity and secure a healthier future for future 

generations. It is a cause to which each of us can and must contribute, because the future 

of our planet depends on it. 

III. Objective of the Meeting 

The main objective of this meeting is to bring together a diverse group of stakeholders, 

including environmental experts, government officials, industry players, NGOs, 

researchers, educators and the general public, to discuss challenges posed by ocean 

plastic pollution and explore effective ways to combat it. 

The central objective of this meeting is to create synergy between a variety of key 

stakeholders, each bringing a unique perspective and specific skills to combat ocean 

plastic pollution. This diversity of participants reflects the complexity of the problem 

and the need to engage a wide range of actors to achieve effective and sustainable 

solutions. 

1. Environmental experts : These professionals are the guardians of our scientific 

understanding of ocean plastic pollution. Their expertise makes it possible to 

quantify environmental impact, monitor pollution trends, identify high-risk areas 

and develop strategies for restoring marine ecosystems. Their presence ensures 

that our actions are based on solid data and a deep understanding of the issues. 

2. Government officials : Governments play a crucial role in combating plastic pol-

lution. They are responsible for developing and implementing regulations, over-

seeing national initiatives and international cooperation to address this issue. The 

participation of government representatives will allow the discussion of current 

policies, the sharing of best practices and the exploration of new legislative strat-

egies. 

3. Industry players : Businesses have a major role to play in reducing plastic pro-

duction, promoting sustainability and innovating in packaging and materials. 

Their presence at this meeting provides the opportunity to discuss their commit-

ments to social and environmental responsibility, their plastic waste management 

practices, and their efforts to reduce their plastic footprint. 

4. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) : NGOs are often at the forefront of the 

fight against plastic pollution. Their on-the-ground work, advocacy and civil so-

ciety mobilization are essential to raise awareness, encourage public participation 

and put pressure on governments and businesses to act. Their presence ensures 

that the voices of engaged citizens are heard. 

5. Researchers : Researchers provide scientific expertise essential to understanding 

plastic pollution, its consequences on marine life and its impacts on human 

health. Their studies help to guide policies and guide concrete actions. Their par-

ticipation will allow the latest findings to be shared and future research needs to 

be discussed. 

6. Educators : Education is an essential pillar in the fight against plastic pollution. 

Educators can share effective teaching methods to raise awareness of this crucial 

issue among younger generations. They play a key role in shaping a culture of 

sustainability and environmental responsibility. 

7. The general public : Ultimately, the success of the fight against plastic pollution 

depends on the mobilization of the general public. Individuals must be aware of 

the issues, informed of the actions to take and encouraged to make changes in 
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their daily lives. The participation of the general public in this meeting symboliz-

es the importance of this cause for everyone. 

8. By bringing together this diversity of stakeholders, we create a space where in-

novative ideas can emerge, where best practices can be shared and where suc-

cessful partnerships can form. This meeting is a valuable opportunity to merge 

our knowledge, expertise and determination to combat ocean plastic pollution in 

a concerted and effective manner. It embodies the conviction that the collabora-

tion and commitment of all are essential to preserve our oceans and ensure a 

healthier future for our planet. 

 

IV. Agenda : 

Awareness and Education: 

- Presentation of the impacts of plastic pollution on the oceans and marine biodi-

versity. ( The presentation of the impacts of plastic pollution on the oceans and 

marine biodiversity is a crucial step during the meeting on awareness and means 

to combat this pollution. This presentation must highlight the seriousness of the 

problem and raise awareness among participants to the extent of the damage 

caused ). 

- Role of public awareness and education in reducing plastic pollution. ( The role of 

public awareness and education in reducing plastic pollution is essential to bring 

about behavioral and attitudinal changes at individual and collective levels) . 

Government Actions and Regulations: 

 Presentation of existing policies and regulations aimed at reducing plastic pollu-

tion. ( The presentation of existing policies and regulations aimed at reducing 

plastic pollution is essential to show meeting participants the efforts already un-

dertaken at the national and international level ). 

 Discussions on government initiatives to strengthen control measures. ( Discus-

sions on government initiatives to strengthen control measures in the context of 

tackling ocean plastic pollution are key to examining the actions governments 

are taking or considering taking to regulate and minimize the environmental im-

pact of plastic ). 

Technological and Industrial Innovation: 

- Presentation of new technologies and industrial initiatives aimed at reducing 

plastic production and promoting recycling. ( This presentation will look at the 

latest advances in new technologies and industry initiatives that aim to reduce 

plastic production and promote recycling) . 

- Opportunities for public-private partnerships to stimulate innovation. 

- Community and Local Solutions ( This presentation will focus on the opportuni-

ties and benefits of public-private partnerships (PPPs) as catalysts for innova-

tion in terms of proposed solutions aimed at limiting the environmental impact of 

plastic) : 

- Examples of successful community projects aimed at tackling plastic pollution at 

the local level. (Explores the importance of tackling local challenges by mobiliz-

ing the resources and knowledge of local communities. This grassroots-focused 
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approach aims to solve specific problems that directly impact the daily lives of 

local residents. a given region). 

Importance of community involvement in plastic waste management. 

Youth Education: 

 Role of schools and educational programs in raising awareness among young 

people about plastic pollution and marine conservation. ( The role of schools and 

educational programs is crucial in raising awareness among young people about 

plastic pollution and marine conservation. They provide an essential platform to 

teach students about the causes and consequences of plastic pollution, as well as 

conservation measures marine ecosystems. By integrating these topics into the 

curriculum, schools can help train a new generation of responsible citizens 

committed to protecting the environment ). 

 Sharing effective educational initiatives. ( Sharing effective educational initia-

tives consists of disseminating and exchanging successful teaching practices be-

tween educators and institutions. This makes it possible to improve the quality of 

teaching by drawing on proven approaches, thus promoting development contin-

uing education ). 

 Mobilization and Campaigns. Presentation of successful awareness campaigns 

and mobilization strategies. ( These activities aim to generate engagement, mobi-

lize resources and create a positive impact by highlighting specific messages or 

actions to achieve a common goal ). 

- Discussion on how to create a global movement to fight plastic pollution. ( The 

discussion focuses on strategy for igniting a global movement to combat plastic 

pollution. It explores ways to mobilize globally coordinated action, raise aware-

ness and engage individuals, communities, governments and companies to re-

duce plastic pollution and preserve the environment). 

Industry Commitment and Extended Responsibility: 

- Business commitment to reduce the use of plastic and adopt more sustainable 

practices. ( The corporate commitment to reduce plastic use and adopt more sus-

tainable practices involves encouraging companies to take steps to limit their 

plastic footprint and adopt green initiatives. This often involves reducing use sin-

gle-use plastics, switching to alternative materials, promoting recycling, and im-

plementing more environmentally friendly production practices to help preserve 

the planet) . 

- Extended producer responsibility in the management of plastic waste. ( 

- Extended producer responsibility means that manufacturers and companies that 

put plastic products on the market are required to actively participate in the 

management of plastic waste. This means they must play an active role in collect-

ing, recycling and reducing plastic waste, helping to minimize the environmental 

impact of their products throughout their life cycle . 

 

V. Conclusion 

Tackling ocean plastic pollution is undoubtedly one of the most pressing environmental 

challenges facing humanity today. The urgency of the situation is stark, and the need for 
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immediate and concerted action on a global scale could not be more evident. The 

devastating consequences of plastic pollution touch every corner of our planet, from the 

Arctic to the Antarctic, from isolated beaches to the abysmal depths of the oceans. 

Faced with this global crisis, we must act now, and the meeting we are organizing is of 

crucial importance. 

This meeting constitutes an essential platform for bringing together brilliant and 

committed minds from all backgrounds. It offers the opportunity to share knowledge, 

exchange innovative ideas and develop practical solutions to combat plastic pollution in 

the oceans. By bringing together environmental experts, researchers, government 

officials, industry representatives, conservationists, educators, and many others, we 

create a unique collaborative space. 

The first step in this fight is awareness. We must inform the public about the issues and 

consequences of plastic pollution, raise awareness and encourage action. Media, social 

networks, awareness campaigns and educational initiatives are crucial tools to get this 

message across. We must also work to change attitudes and behaviors, encouraging 

more responsible consumption and promoting alternatives to single-use plastic. 

The second step is to develop effective policies and regulations at the national and 

international level. Governments have a fundamental role to play in adopting measures 

to reduce plastic production, promote recycling, and impose accountability on plastic 

producers. International cooperation is essential to harmonize efforts and ensure that 

actions taken by one country are not neutralized by the practices of another. 

The third stage involves innovation and research. We must encourage the development 

of alternative technologies and materials to plastic, as well as more environmentally 

friendly industrial practices. Scientific research is an essential pillar for understanding 

the extent of plastic pollution, its sources and its impacts, which will allow us to make 

informed decisions. 

Finally, we must encourage collaboration between the public and private sectors, NGOs 

and civil society. Together, we can establish joint initiatives, partnerships and pilot 

projects that will advance the fight against plastic pollution. 

By working together, with determination and commitment, we have the power to take 

concrete action to protect our oceans. We can reverse the current trend and work 

towards a future where future generations can enjoy the beauty and richness of our 

marine ecosystems. This meeting is a crucial step in that direction, and we have a 

collective responsibility to ensure that it produces concrete results. Ultimately, 

preserving our oceans and marine life depends on our immediate and coordinated 

action. 

VI. Organization of the regional workshop: 

The regional workshop was organized on November 7-08, 2023 in Casablanca – 

Morocco in person and online, at the initiative of ATLAFCO. The work took place in 

plenary sessions with presentations followed by debates. A moderator, Mr. Amadou 

TALL, accompanied by two interpreters (French/English), facilitated the smooth 

running of the work. 

1. The participants 
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The event brought together a wide range of participants (more than 60), including 

African officials from fisheries administrations, regional fisheries organizations, experts 

from ATLAFCO member states and other states, of Civil Society, the foreign fleet 

operating in the region. 

The full list of participants is attached as Annex I. 

VII. WORK PROGRESS 

The regional workshop was marked by 4 key moments: The opening ceremony, the 

presentations and discussions, the presentation and discussion of conclusions and 

recommendations, and finally, the closing ceremony. 

A. Ceremony opening: 

In his opening speech, Mr. Abdelouahed BENABBOU, Executive Secretary of AT-

LAFCO welcomed the participants with deep honor, including the representative of the 

Minister of Animal and Fisheries Resources of Côte d'Ivoire, the Director General of 

INRH, Member State delegates, speakers and distinguished guests. 

 

He highlighted the importance of the problem of plastic pollution in the oceans, describ-

ing the seriousness of this global crisis which affects marine ecosystems and coral reefs, 

among others. Mr. BENABBOU insisted on the need for immediate action on a global 

scale to combat this pollution. 

 

He also spoke about the diversity of participants, including environmental experts, gov-

ernment representatives, industry players, NGOs, researchers and educators, emphasiz-

ing the importance of their collaboration. 

 

Mr. BENABBOU concluded by expressing his gratitude to the Moroccan authorities for 

their support and paying tribute to the memory of Mrs. Souad KIFANI , a passionate 

scientist who recently passed away. His speech highlighted the urgency of the fight 

against plastic pollution in the oceans and the importance of everyone working together 

to preserve the planet and future generations. 

 

Speaking in turn , Mr. Abdelmalek FARAJ , Director General of INRH, expressed his 

pleasure in welcoming all participants to this important conference on plastic pollution. 

 

He mentioned that ocean plastic pollution, widely known as one of the most dangerous 

pollutions witnessed on planet Earth, which has gone beyond simple environmental nui-

sance, in a global crisis with devastating consequences. 

 

He then pointed out that this conference represents an opportunity for stakeholders and 

decision-makers to formulate a vision capable of mitigating the severity of the scourge 

of plastic pollution in the oceans and to propose effective and sustainable solutions 

based on the international expertise and experience of the participants. . 

 

 

Représentant Monsieur Sidi Tiemoko TOURÉ, Ministre des Ressources Animales et 

Halieutiques de la Côte d'Ivoire et Président en exercice de la COMHAFAT, Monsieur 

Yao Brou Fernand a souhaité la bienvenue à tous les participants. 
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Après avoir rappelé à son tour l'ampleur et la dangerosité de la pollution plastique des 

océans, il a exprimé la pleine conviction de Monsieur le Ministre que les réflexions au 

cours de cette conférence permettront de créer une synergie entre une variété de parties 

prenantes clés, chacun apportant une perspective unique et des compétences spécifiques 

pour lutter contre la pollution plastique des océans. 
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VIII. Signature of two financing agreements 

On the sidelines of the work of the Conference, two financing agreements were signed 

by ATLAFCO for fish stock assessment campaigns in the exclusive economic zones of 

Liberia and Benin. These campaigns will be carried out by the multidisciplinary ocean-

ographic research vessel of the National Institute of Fisheries Research (INRH) “Al 

Hassan Al Marrakchi”. 

At the end of the signing ceremony, the parties welcomed the successful completion of 

this important project which illustrates the spirit of solidarity between African States. 

 

  
 

IX. PRESENTATION SUMMARIES 

The work of the workshop took place in accordance with the Agenda as adopted ( 

Annex 2 ). 

 

Session I: Alert, Awareness and Education 

- Subject 01 : Plastic pollution: impacts on the oceans and marine biodiversity and 

means of combating it at the global level. Mr Naji LAAMRICH(COMHAFAT) 

 Summary : 

Marine plastic pollution is one of the most serious environmental challenges of our time 

and, unless urgent action is taken, the problem will gradually worsen over the coming 

decades. 

https://www.ofppt.ma/fr/actualites/signature-de-deux-conventions-pour-le-renforcement-de-la-formation-dans-lindustrie
https://www.ofppt.ma/fr/actualites/signature-de-deux-conventions-pour-le-renforcement-de-la-formation-dans-lindustrie
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According to the Plastics Policy Inventory , some 322 policy instruments were adopted 

between 2000 and mid-2019 with the explicit aim of tackling plastic pollution. Of these 

instruments, 29 were international, 43 regional, 151 national and 99 subnational. 

These political instruments have a regulatory, economic or informative nature referring 

to the different modalities used to combat plastic pollution. 

He then emphasized the importance of innovation in the circular economy, the 

revaluation of informal jobs around plastics, awareness-raising and international and 

regional cooperation.  

Multiple regional and global initiatives on plastic waste have been undertaken. 

- Topic 02 : Role of public awareness and education in reducing plastic pollution. 

Ms. Maud Levière , President of the French Committee of the IUCN 

Summary : 

Plastic pollution poses an unprecedented threat to pollution and health, and the 

international community is mobilizing to adopt concrete measures to reduce this 

pollution and protect the oceans.  

The IUCN and the French committee of the IUCN are mobilized for the new 

international treaty.  

Negotiation of the international treaty on plastic pollution represents a unique 

opportunity to coordinate international efforts and establish harmonized measures to 

combat this threat. 

 

 

Session II: Government and regional actions 

- Topic 03 IMO strategy to combat marine plastic waste from ships. Mr Loukas 

KONTOGIANNIS (IMO) 

Summary : 

The presentation consisted of a summary of the requirements of Annex V of the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) that 

are relevant to marine debris and plastic waste will be presented. Information on the 

IMO strategy and action plan to tackle marine plastic litter from ships will follow. The 

presentation will conclude by examining some international cooperation and capacity 

building initiatives in the context of plastic pollution. 

 

- Subject 04 : Policies and actions at the regional level. Dr. Ahmed SENHOURI 

(PRCM) 

Summary : 

The communication focused on policies and actions to be undertaken at the   regional 

level to act against global plastic pollution of the oceans. 

 

At the start of the communication, a reminder of the context relating to the risks and 

impacts of plastic pollution on the oceans was presented in the form of alarming figures 

which highlight the scale of the scourge. Every year, 8 million tonnes of plastic end up 
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in our oceans and only 9% of this plastic waste has been recycled. More than 99% of 

plastics are produced from chemicals derived from oil, natural gas and coal (dirty, non-

renewable resources). In terms of human health, it is confirmed that a human being 

could ingest the equivalent of 5 grams of plastic each week. 

Then, the motivations for acting at the regional level to tackle marine plastic pollution 

were presented. Thus, the sharing of ocean resources and ecosystems between countries 

in the same region was recalled. Countries in the same region often face common 

challenges, including the cross-border migration of plastic pollution, hence the need to 

address the problem of this pollution on a regional scale. 

The last part of the communication made it possible to review proposals for regional 

actions aimed at reducing plastic pollution at sea. In this context, emphasis was placed 

on: 

 Legal, regulatory and planning instruments, including the need to adopt a 

specific regional convention or an additional protocol to an existing conven-

tion which should focus on regional cooperation in the fight against plastic 

pollution 

 The establishment of appropriate control measures aimed at gradually elimi-

nating plastic products covering, among other things, the need to harmonize 

customs regimes, taxes and other economic instruments and facilitate legal 

trade and prevent illegal activities. 

 Capacity building and pooling of resources, in particular through the training 

of stakeholders, the sharing of information, experiences and good practices 

and the promotion of scientific collaboration at regional level in the fight 

against plastic pollution 

- Subject 05 : ECOWAS regulations relating to the regulation of plastic pollution. 

Dr Amadou TALL (ECOWAS) 

Summary : 

Mr. Tall’s presentation focused on the anthropogenic threat of plastic around the world. 

Then, he focused on international and continental conventions and agreements. At the 

regional level, he presented the ECOWAS project on the harmonization of regulatory 

texts relating to the fight against plastic pollution. 

 

- Subject 06 : fight against coastal marine pollution by plastic waste: Case of Mo-

rocco. Mr Samir BENBRAHIM (INRH) 

Summary : 

 

.Session III Technological and Industrial Innovation: 

- Topic 07: New technologies and industrial initiatives aimed at reducing plastic 

production and promoting recycling. Mr Rachid REGRAGUI (ATTLAFCO) 

Summary : 

The presentation began by recalling the origin of plastic, an invention of the 1960s 

which has invaded all economic sectors to the point of constituting one of the most 
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complex pollution dangers. Mechanical and chemical recycling techniques quickly 

showed their limits in relation to the meteoric expansion of plastic production. 

The presentation also looked at the state of affairs in West Africa which reflects the 

seriousness of pollution of which packaging represents the largest share. 

Several individual and government level innovations have been reviewed and remain at 

a very modest level of development. 

Alternatives to plastic that are bio sourced , biodegradable or based on CO2 capture are 

still being studied because of their high operating costs. 

The nuclear technology that appears to be the most promising remains, to date, in the 

experimental state. 

In conclusion, it appears that technology, recycling, awareness, and coordination are 

surely the saving measures in the face of this dangerous pollution. 

- Subject 08 Community and Local Solutions: case of Ivory Coast. Dr Zoumana 

Meity Anlyou (Mayor of Sifie) 

 

Summary : 

Plastic is at the heart of today's global economic system through the packaging sector 

which is the largest producer of single-use plastic waste causing threats to the 

environment and global health. 

Ivory Coast has taken measures to combat this problem, by developing a circular 

economy based on the reuse of plastics, including at the local level in Sifie and by 

banning plastic bags since 2014. 

A factory was built in collaboration with UNICEF to transform plastic waste into 

sustainable bricks. The municipality of Sifie, focused on agriculture and artisanal 

fishing, participates in the fight against plastic waste by regularly collecting garbage and 

carrying out manual sorting, despite budgetary constraints. Consideration is underway 

for a plastic waste recycling and women's empowerment project, aimed at improving 

the quality of life of residents and promoting economic development. 

 

- Topic 09 : Examples of successful community projects aimed at combating plas-

tic pollution: case of Cabo Verde. Mr. Daniel Xavier da Luz (Plastic Project 

Coordinator) 

Summary :  

This presentation aims to transmit to participants the experience developed by ADAD in 

the field of the fight against pollution. plastic in the municipalities of Praia and S. 

Domingos on the island of Santiago. 

The actions focused on raising awareness among communities and schools, training 

young people and female heads of households and creating a recycling cooperative. 

 

Session IV Youth Education: 

- Topic 10: Role of schools and educational programs in raising awareness among 

young people about plastic pollution and marine conservation. Mr Ahmed El 

KOUHEN (Consultant) 
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Summary :  

The environmental issues in the marine environment are numerous, including primarily 

climate change, the overexploitation of marine resources, the increasing traffic of ships 

plying the oceans, the destruction of coral reefs and habitats, and finally marine pollu-

tion including waste. plastics which have a devastating effect on ecosystems. Also, this 

intervention will try to provide some answers to the problem: what to do to protect our 

environment and its marine resources?  

Among the solutions proposed, educational prevention remains the appropriate measure 

to implement to overcome the problems of marine pollution, and more particularly, the 

fight against plastic waste at sea. Also educational measures to fight against marine pol-

lution are essentially based on awareness-raising, environmental education, practical 

activities, school projects, information on alternatives when it comes to plastic waste 

pollution, legislation, as well as training of educators and learners. 

 

- Topic 11 : Mobilization and Awareness Campaigns. Mr Hamid HALIM (Blue 

Morocco) 

Summary : 

Awareness campaigns are a form of “propaganda” communication mediation intended 

for the general public, aimed at mobilizing, qualifying, framing and directing public 

opinion to obtain the greatest positive interaction on a problem. 

Through more than a decade (2012-2023) of work on maritime issues, the Maroc Bleu 

Foundation has been able to identify the obstacles that hinder these campaigns. 

Among these obstacles, we can cite: 

 Reading illiteracy among maritime communities 

 Cognitive illiteracy on maritime issues among learners, including civil 

servants and policy makers 

 Absence of marine culture in educational programs 

 smartphone users 

 Multiple cultures and origins lack of communication between decision-

makers and stakeholders 

 Conflict of interest between partners 

 Lack of governance and coherence in public policies related to the sea. 

 Too many speakers. 

 Lack of civilian agencies active in maritime matters and their activities are 

limited to cleaning the sea on a seasonal basis during the summer . 

 

- Subject 12 : For better involvement of young people in the fight against plastic 

pollution and the preservation of the marine environment. Capsule Morocco 

Blue 

Summary : 

Aquaschool is an educational initiative launched by the Maroc Bleu Foundation for 

children, with the aim of enabling young people to acquire the necessary knowledge, 
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skills, values and attitudes that can support a (proactive) role (individual and collective) 

in protection of the environment and sustainable development of the coastline. 

It is a tool for reflection and creativity that addresses the understanding and conserva-

tion of the oceans and the need for collective action for a healthy ocean: 

 Paves the way for a vibrant, forward-looking community of local, regional 

and national networks and education initiatives that directly or indirectly 

address ocean sustainability. 

 Promotes the societal and political vision of education for the sustainable 

development of the oceans in marine, climate, environmental and educa-

tional policy systems. 

 Contributes to blue education and ocean literacy efforts within the frame-

work of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable De-

velopment, including the International Olympic Committee and UNESCO 

initiative on the Ocean Science Program blue education. 

 Promotes the transformative change needed to provide a sustainable envi-

ronment in Morocco and abroad . 

Session V Industry Engagement and Extended Responsibility: 

- Subject 13: Recovery of maritime waste by operators: an awareness and inter-

vention approach. Thierry CAHUZAC ( Ecosynergy and Clean Seas ) 

Summary : 

The presentation provided an opportunity to learn about industrial processes developed 

by private companies to combat plastic pollution in the oceans, particularly the collec-

tion of plastic waste from fishing vessels and in ports. 

This presentation focused on the role of stakeholders in managing the life cycle of plas-

tic, taking as an example Ecosynergie and Clean Seas, which also contributes to reduc-

ing plastic pollution in Morocco. 

A commitment shared by the Clean Oceans 2 initiative, launched in 2018 by the Kredi-

tanstalt für Wiederaufbau (KfW), the German development agency, the European Union 

(EU) and the French Development Agency (AFD). ) which aims to reduce the discharge 

of plastics, microplastics and other waste into the oceans through better management of 

solid waste, wastewater and storm water. 

-  Topic 14 : Extended producer responsibility in the management of plastic waste. 

; Case of International treaty on plastic pollution . Mr. karim HILMI (COI) 

Summary : 

Plastic represents a protean threat. Pollution caused by plastics affects not only natural 

environments but also human rights, human well-being as well as human, animal and 

plant health. 

In order to counter the risks posed by plastic, on March 2, 2022, 175 countries gathered 

in Nairobi by the 5th United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) voted for resolu-

tion 5/14 paving the way for a global treaty of fight against plastic pollution. The resolu-

tion is titled “Ending plastic pollution: towards an international legally binding instru-

ment”. 

An intergovernmental negotiating committee (INC) is tasked with drafting and ratifying 

a "legally binding international instrument" on plastic pollution by 2024. The first meet-
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ing of the INC took place in Punta del Este (Uruguay) from November 28, 2022 to De-

cember 2, 2022 and the second meeting held in Paris from May 29 to June 2, 2023. 

Given the protean threat posed by plastics, the future convention should address both 

the environmental aspect and the social, health and economic aspects. 

The convention should concern aquatic, marine and terrestrial environments. 

It should be based on the “One Health” approach, promoting “planetary health” closely 

integrating human, animal and plant health and the conservation of ecosystems. 

Ultimately , it should align with the environmental, social and economic dimensions of 

sustainable development, the health dimension and the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 
 

 

All presentations are available in the original language on the ATLAFCO website. 
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X. CONCLUSION AND CLOSING OF THE WORKSHOP 

A battery of recommendations ( Appendix 3) sanctioned the work of this 

Conference. These recommendations constitute a call to action for all stakeholders, 

whether governments, businesses, non-governmental organizations, researchers or 

citizens. They aim to produce concrete and immediate results in the fight against 

plastic pollution. 

They call for the commitment and cooperation of all actors, from governments to 

businesses, including non-governmental organizations and citizens, to protect our 

oceans and our planet. 

The works of the conference are declared closed at 17:30. 
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Appendix 1: List of participants 

 

No. 
Countries/Organiz

ations 
LAST NAMES TITLE 

1 
Angola 

Mr. Luísa Alves Inácio da 

Costa 

Biology Marina 

2 
Benign 

Mr. Urbain BRITO TAS Director of Fisheries Production 

3 

Cape Verde 

Mr. Daniel Xavier da LUZ Coordinator of the Plastic Project in 

Cabo Verde and representative of 

ADAD 

4 
ECOWAS 

Mr. Amadou TALL Consultant/CCEDEAO 

5 
IOC 

Mr. Karim HILMI National Focal Point 

6 

ATLAFCO 

Mr. Abdelouahed 

BENABBOU 

Executive Secretary 

7 Mr. Atsushi ISHIKAWA Expert/OFCF 

8 Mr. Abdennaji LAAMRICH Head of the Cooperation and 

Information System Department 

9 Ms. Hayat ASSARA Executive officer 

10 Mr. Abdelkrim MRABTI Head of the Programs and Projects 

Department 

11 Mr. Ali BOUALI Consultant 

12 Mr. Mohammed HADDAD Financial officer 

13 Mr. Regragui Rachid Frame 

14 
COREP 

Ms Flore WORA Human Resources,  

Financial and Logistics Administrator 

15 

Côte d’Ivoire 

Mr. Yao Brou Fernand Representative/Ministry of Fisheries 

16 Mr. Zoumana MEITE 

ANLYOU 

Mayor of the Municipality of Sifie 

17 
FCWC 

Mr. Sabi Henri Joel BIO 

BATA 

Administrative & Financial Assistant  

Financial & Administrative Assistant 

18 
SRFC 

Mr. Mika Samba DIOP Representative 

19 

Ecosynergy 

Mr. Thierry CAHUZAC Director 

20 Ms. Halima ABOUDEINE Director 

21 
Gabon 

Ms Pulcherie MENGUE 

M'ADZABA MAGANGA, 

Director of Fisheries of Gabon, 

22 
Guinea 

Mr. Ibrahima DIALLO Representative/Ministry of Fisheries 

23 
Guinea Bissau 

Mr. Nadine Lídia 

TRINDADE 

Representative/the National Institute 

of Fisheries and Oceanographic 
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Research (INIPO) 

24 

INRH 

Mr. Abdelmalek FARAJ Director 

25 Mr. Samir BENBRAHIM Head of Department 

26 

Liberia 

Mr. Siekula VANNIE Chief of Staff of the Director General 

27 Mr.  

Sheck A Sherif 

Director  

of Maritime Fisheries and 

EnvironmentNational Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Authority 

28 
Morocco 

Mr Ahmed KOHEN Consultant 

29 
Maroc Bleu 

Mr. Hamid HALIM Director 

30 Mauritania Mr. Sidi Mohamed Ould SIDI Mission manager 

31 
Nigeria 

Mr. Itimitang-Bassey 

Oyinpreye  

Representative 

32 
IMO 

Mr Loukas 

KONTOGIANNIS (OMI) 

Head Marine pollution section 

33 
MOSFA 

Ms. Ntugu OCOMO 

CRISTOBALINA ABUA 

Journalist 

34 PRCMARINE Mr Ahmed SENHOURY Consultant 

35 
Sao Tome 

Mr. Costa DOESPIRITO 

GRACIANO 

Representative/Ministry of Fisheries 

36 Senegal Mr. Souleymane MBALLO Representative /Ministry of Fisheries 

37 

Togo 

Mr. Russell Komi LOKO 

WOWAGBI 

Head of the marine and coastal 

environment protection section at the 

Ministry of Maritime Economy 

38 
IUCN 

Ms Maud LELIEVRE President of the French Committee 

(IUCN) 
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Annex 2 : Agenda 

Day 1: Tuesday November 7, 2023 

08:30-09:00  Registration 

09:00-09:45 

 

Opening of the workshop 

- Officials’ remarks 

 COMHAFAT- Executive Secretary 

 INRH-General Director 

 President of COMHAFAT - Ivory Coast 

- Presentation of the participants 

- Group photo 

09:45-10:00 Coffee break 

10:00 a.m. – 

1:00 p.m. 

Session I: Alert, Awareness 

 

 Presentation1 : plastic pollution: impacts on the oceans and ma-

rine biodiversity and means of combating it at the global level. 

Mr Naji LAAMRICH(COMHAFAT) 

  

- Presentation 2 : Role of public awareness and education in re-

ducing plastic pollution. Ms Maud LELIEVRE, President of 

the French Committee (IUCN) 

 

Discussions on ways to attract the attention of political and 

industrial decision-makers in order to change mentalities, 

regulations, and manufacturing methods in favor of preserving the 

oceans. 

 

 

Session II: Government and regional actions 

- Presentation3: IMO strategy to combat marine plastic waste 

from ships. Mr Loukas KONTOGIANNIS (OMI) 
 

- Presentation 4 : Policies and actions at regional level. Dr. Ah-

med SENHOURI (PRCM) 

 

- Presentation 5 : ECOWAS regulations relating to the regulation 

of plastic pollution. Dr Amadou TALL (ECOWAS) 
 

- Presentation6 : fight against coastal marine pollution by plastic 

waste: Case of Morocco. Mr Samir BENBRAHIM (INRH) 
 

Discussions on government initiatives to strengthen control 

measures. Countries Present 

 

1:00 p.m.-

2:00 p.m. 
Lunch break 

2:00 p.m.-

3:30 p.m. 

Session III Technological and Industrial Innovation: 

- Presentation 07: New technologies and industrial initiatives 

aimed at reducing plastic production and promoting recycling. 

Mr Rachid REGRAGUI (COMHAFAT) 
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- Presentation 08 Community and Local Solutions: case of Ivory 

Coast. Dr Zoumana Meité Anlyou (Mayor of Sifie) 
 

- Presentation 09 : Examples of successful community projects 

aimed at combating plastic pollution: case of Cabo Verde. Mr. 

Daniel Xavier da Luz (Plastic Project Coordinator) 
 

 

3:30-3:45 

p.m. 

Coffee break 

3:45 p.m. – 

5:00 p.m. 

Session IV: Education of Youth: 

- Presentation 10: Prevention against plastic pollution in the ma-

rine environment and educational measures: Mr Ahmed El 

KOUHEN (Consultant) 
 

- Presentation 11 : Mobilization and Awareness Campaigns. Mr 

Hamid HALIM ( Blue Morocco ) 
 

- Presentation 12 : For better involvement of young people in the 

fight against plastic pollution and the preservation of the marine 

environment. Capsule Morocco Blue 
 

Discussion on how to build a continental movement to tackle plastic 

pollution by exploring ways to mobilize coordinated action on a 

continental scale, raise awareness and engage individuals, 

communities, governments and businesses to reduce plastic 

pollution and preserve the environment 
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Day 2: Wednesday November 8, 2023 

9:00 a.m. – 

10:15 a.m. 

Session V: Industry Engagement and Extended Responsibility: 

- Presentation 13: Recovery of maritime waste by operators: an 

awareness and intervention approach. Mr Thierry CAHUZAC ( 

Ecosynergy and Clean Seas )) 
 

-  Presentation 14 : Extended producer responsibility in the manage-

ment of plastic waste. ; Case of the International Treaty on Plastic 

Pollution . Mr karim HILMI (COI) 

 

Discussion on the active role that manufacturers and businesses must 

play in collecting, recycling and reducing plastic waste, thereby helping 

to minimize the environmental impact of their products throughout their 

life cycle 

 

10:15-10:30 

a.m. 
Coffee break 

10:30 a.m.-

12:45 p.m. 

Recommendations 

Conclusion and closing of the Conference 

 

12:45-2:00 

p.m. 

 

Lunch break 

 

2:00 p.m. – 

4:30 p.m. 
Field visit 

 

Technical Secretariat for drafting the report 

- LAFCOAT Executive Secretariat 

- Mr Mika Samba DIOP 

- Mr. Urban BRITO TAS 
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Appendix 3: Recommendations 

  

Recommendations 

At the end of the workshop, participants made the following recommendations to be 
implemented to effectively combat plastic pollution and preserve our oceans: 

1. Strengthening regional and national regulations : Strengthen regulations to 

reduce the production, distribution and use of plastic. Regulations must also pro-

vide for plastic traceability measures as well as appropriate sanctions for compa-

nies that do not comply with environmental standards. 

2. Reduction of plastic production : Impose plastic production quotas on compa-

nies and encourage the development of alternative and biodegradable materials. 

3. Ban single-use plastics : Take immediate steps to ban single-use plastics, such as 

plastic bags, straws, cups, etc., and promote sustainable alternatives. 

4. Promotion of recycling : Establish effective recycling initiatives on a national 

scale, integrating public education, selective waste collection and the creation of 

appropriate, low-impact and accessible recycling centers. 

5. Monitoring imports and marketing of plastics: Take measures to regulate and 

reduce imports and marketing of plastics 

6. Strengthening scientific research : Fund more research into the assessments 

and impacts of plastic pollution on the marine ecosystem and into technological 

solutions to combat this scourge. 

7. Strengthening sanctions for marine pollution : Apply stricter sanctions and 

dissuasive fines for companies and individuals who dump plastic waste in the 

oceans and in nature on the outskirts of bodies of water.  

8. Corporate responsibility : Legislate to make companies responsible for the 

management of plastic waste generated by their activities. 

9. Encouragement for development and innovation : Offer incentives or finan-

cial compensation to companies that develop innovative solutions to reduce plas-

tic pollution. 

10. Eco-responsible certification : Establish a certification system for eco-

responsible products allowing consumers to make choices for healthier oceans. 

11. Implementation of massive awareness campaigns : Launch large-scale aware-

ness campaigns to educate the public about the dangers of plastic pollution and 

ways to reduce it. 

12. Support for community initiatives : Financially and institutionally support lo-

cal and community beach cleaning and plastic waste management initiatives. 

13. Citizen participation : Encourage each citizen to actively engage in actions to 

clean beaches, rivers and marine environments and to report sources of plastic 

pollution. 

14. Continuing education : Integrate awareness of plastic pollution and the conser-

vation of oceans and seas into educational programs at all levels, from kindergar-

ten to university. 

15. Waste management: Establish, popularize and monitor household waste and 

garbage management plans aimed at making each citizen responsible for the need 

for basic sorting of waste.  

16. International collaboration : Work closely with other countries and internation-

al organizations to adhere to existing global agreements and action plans and 

contribute to the development of the binding agreement to reduce plastic pollu-

tion in discussions at the level United Nations. 
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17. Continental coordination : Create a continental movement to fight plastic pollu-

tion, involving individuals, communities, governments and businesses (UNESCO 

Ocean Decade for Africa). Collaboration between countries and regions is essen-

tial for effective action. 

18. Strengthening the institutional framework : Establish strong institutions to su-

pervise plastic production. Governments and organizations must put in place 

monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to measure progress in reducing plastic 

pollution and ensure targets are met. 

19. Establishment of a committee to monitor the results of the workshop: Estab-

lish a committee to monitor and develop an action plan from 2024. 
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Appendix 4: Speeches 

Introductory Address by the Executive Secretary of ATLAFCO Mr. Abdelouahed 

BENABBOU  

 

Mr. Representative of the Minister of Animal and Fishery Resources of 

Côte d'Ivoire and President of ATLAFCO 

Mr. Director General of INRH 

Ladies and gentlemen delegates of the Member States 

Ladies and Gentlemen Speakers 

Distinguished guests, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

It is with immense honor that I welcome you today to this crucial conference on 

ocean pollution, an issue that touches the heart of our existence on this planet. 

 

Allow me, first of all, to welcome you in the name of His Excellency Mr. Sidi Tié-

moko TOURE , Minister of Animal and Fisheries Resources, as well as in my per-

sonal name, to this awareness meeting dedicated to a complex problem which 

raises deep concerns, touching on the areas of health, the environment and the 

economy. 

 

Our discussion today focuses on the pressing issue of ocean plastic pollution. Eve-

ry year, millions of tonnes of plastic invade our seas and oceans, creating a “7th 

continent” of plastic waste. This pollution goes well beyond the aesthetic aspect, 

because it constitutes a global crisis with devastating consequences. 

 

Plastic pollution causes systemic disruptions with incalculable consequences for 

the health of our oceans, with threats to marine ecosystems undergoing dramatic 

transformations. Coral reefs, already threatened by climate change, are affected 

by the accumulation of plastic, compromising the survival of many marine species 

that depend on them. It alters the chemistry of seawater, promoting toxic algae 

blooms and disrupting natural nutrient cycles. 

 

The repercussions of this pollution are not limited to marine animals alone; plas-

tics break up into microplastics, which are ingested by smaller organisms and 

travel up the food chain to reach humans, impacting our own health. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Faced with this global crisis, it is imperative to raise awareness and mobilize like 

never before. We can no longer ignore the human, ecological and economic cost of 

ocean plastic pollution. It is a collective responsibility that we must assume by 

mobilizing all levels of society to reverse this alarming trend. 
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It is in this context that COMHAFAT is organizing this meeting to contribute to 

the global awareness-raising effort on this complex issue. 

 

The objective of our workshop is to highlight this worrying pollution, widely rec-

ognized as one of the most serious crises of our time, going well beyond a simple 

environmental nuisance; it is a global crisis with devastating consequences. 

 

Tackling ocean plastic pollution requires immediate, comprehensive and coordinat-

ed action on a global scale. It's time to come together to preserve the health of 

our oceans, protect our precious marine biodiversity and secure a healthier future 

for future generations. It is a cause to which each of us can and must contribute, 

because the future of our planet depends on it. 

 

We attempted to bring together a diverse group of stakeholders, including envi-

ronmental experts, government officials, industry players, NGOs, researchers and 

educators, to discuss the challenges posed by ocean plastic pollution and explore 

effective ways to combat it. 

 

It’s about creating synergy between a variety of key stakeholders, each bringing 

a unique perspective and specific skills to tackling ocean plastic pollution. This di-

versity of participants reflects the complexity of the problem and the need to 

engage a wide range of actors to achieve effective and sustainable solutions. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

By bringing together this diversity of stakeholders, we hope to create a space 

where innovative ideas can emerge, where best practices can be shared, and 

where successful partnerships can form. This meeting is a valuable opportunity to 

merge our knowledge, expertise and determination to combat ocean plastic pollu-

tion in a concerted and effective manner. It embodies our belief that the collabo-

ration and commitment of all are essential to preserve our oceans and ensure a 

healthier future for our planet. 

 

This meeting gives us a valuable opportunity to unite our efforts, to advance our 

understanding of ocean plastic pollution, and to act together for the good of our 

planet and future generations. This cause is within the reach of each of us, and 

we must support it with all our strength. 

 

I would also like to express our sincere thanks to the Moroccan authorities for 

their warm welcome and for their continued support to COMHAFAT. 

 

Finally, before concluding my speech, I would like us to take a moment of reflec-

tion to honor the memory of our dear friend and colleague, Madame Souad Kifani , 

who chaired the scientific council of INRH and left us unexpectedly this summer. 

We will remember her as a passionate scientist with exceptional human qualities. 
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Closing remarks by the Executive Secretary of ATLAFCO 

 

Mr. Representative of the Minister of Animal and Fishery Resources of 

Côte d'Ivoire and President of ATLAFCO 

Mr. Director General of INRH 

Ladies and gentlemen delegates of the Member States 

Ladies and Gentlemen Speakers 

Distinguished guests, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
So here we are at the end of our 2 days of informative and intense discussions on this 

issue of ocean pollution by plastic waste. 

I would like to conclude our conference by emphasizing the crucial importance of this 

event in raising awareness of the urgency of the situation and mobilizing our forces to 

fight this global crisis. 

During this conference, we were all able to see the extent of the damage caused by 

plastic pollution in our oceans. It is our collective duty to fully commit to reversing this 

alarming trend. 

 

Over the course of two days, we had the privilege of hearing from leading experts, 

sharing knowledge and discussing concrete solutions to combat ocean plastic pollution. 

This enriching and stimulating experience must continue to inspire us in our future 

actions. 

However, our work does not stop here. We must use this conference as an opportunity to 

take action. We have agreed on a certain number of recommendations which must now be 

implemented by each party. Whether policy makers, scientists, NGO representatives or 

industry players, they have a role to play in the fight against plastic pollution in the 

oceans. 

Coordinating our efforts, sharing our knowledge and creating successful partnerships are 

essential. Together, we can multiply the impact of our actions and bring about real 

change. 

I am convinced that this conference has created solid momentum and that we now have 

solid foundations to implement concrete measures to combat plastic pollution in the 

oceans. 

By working together, pooling our skills and resources, we will protect our oceans and 

ensure a healthier future for future generations. 

Let's be ambitious, determined and continue our fight to preserve our oceans. 

I cannot end this speech without thanking all the people, who directly or indirectly 

contributed to the organization and success of our meeting, as well as to the 

participants, for their presence and their commitment to the protection of our oceans. 
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Finally, on behalf of all of you, I would like to express our gratitude to the Moroccan 

authorities for their warm welcome and their continued support for ATLAFCO. 

Thank you. 

 

  
 


