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WHAT ARE THE EU ADVISORY COUNCILS_ 
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Advisory Councils are one of the main achievements of 
the EU CFP 2002. They acquired enhanced advisory 
role with entry into force of CFP on 1/1/2014. 
 
Mission: 
 To advise European Institutions on questions 
concerning: 
     a. Fisheries Agreements with third countries,  
     b. Relations with the RFMOs of which the EU is a 
signatory or in whose waters the EU fleet operates,  
     c. International fish markets and trade. 
 
To contribute to the effective implementation of the 

CFP External Dimension outside Community waters. 



DISTANT WATERS DO NOT INCLUDE MEDITERRANEAN AND BLACK SEA  
FAR: 718 Vessels vs 289 STECF <  1% of EU Fleet operate in all oceans 
465,900 GT = 24% of EU Total GT 
1.2 MT = 21% EU Catches 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE EU LONG DISTANCE 
FLEET (Data: FAR vs. STECF AER 2016) 

EU External Fleet 

ESP 424 

FRA 100 

POR 73 

ITA 52 

GRE 18 

LIT 12 

EST 10 

UK 9 

Others 20 

Total 718 



          BUILDING ON A SOLID PARTNERSHIP 
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     MCS & FIGHT  IUU FISHING  
      IN THE ATLANTIC: GULF OF GUINEA 
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IS THERE A MAGIC FORMULA 
TO DETER IUU FISHING? 

No but there are laws, IT and participatory governance 
W. Churchill Motto: “United we stand, divided we fall” 

 

LEGISLATIVE           EFFECTIVE MCS                  TRIPLE HELIX 

TOOLBOX           COORDINATED ACTION             BUY-IN 
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      MEASURES TO FIGHT IUU FISHING 

•  Reaching a minimum level of harmonisation of legal 
regimes amongst Coastal MS in a region.  

• Developing a regional control scheme at sea and at port 

• Strengthening role of EFCA in external dimension of CFP  

• Improving catch data collection and reporting for foreign 
fleets fishing in EEZ of African countries and artisanal/small 
scale fisheries in African coastal states. 

• Capitalizing knowledge on collaborative intelligence and 
control and observer schemes from RFMOs + pilot projects 

• Promoting greater transparency and accountability in the 
use of sectorial support on MCS under the SFPAs (port 
infrastructures, training programmes, etc.) 
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VIEWS OF THE LDAC ON PSMA 

Towards a regional approach for: 

– Enhancing sinergies between COMHAFAT and sub-
regional fisheries organisations in West Africa 

– Funding opportunities (EU, WB, FAO…) 

– Capacity Building for MCS  

– Exchange of information (mutual assistance) 

– Risk Based Approach (EFCA and EU methodology) 

– Training missions and programmes + e-learning 

–  Development of common standards for curricula 
and recognition of inspectors 
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Before PSMA 

NOT A REAL CASE! 

SFPA (not real) 

Fishing trip 

Fishing boat 

Designated Port 

National Inspector 
(6) 
Inspection Trip (5) 

A REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAMME AT SEA? 



After PSMA 

 SFPAs (not real) 

Fishing trip 

Fishing Boat 

Designated Port 

Regional Inspectors 
(6) 

Inspection Trip (1) NOT A REAL CASE 

Regional Inspectors 

Various Countries 

All countries with SFPA accrediting regional inspectors, exchanging 
information and endorsing inspections 



Port Inspection: ICCAT vs. IOTC 

• Framework: FAO PSMA 
• ICCAT Recommendation 12/07 / IOTC Resolution 16/11:  

Minimum Standards for Inspection in Port 
• Objective: Deter/Eliminate IUU Activities 
• Applies to activities of foreign vessels (ICCAT > 12m LOA; 

IOTC most foreign boats) carrying ICCAT/IOTC species in 
Ports of ICCAT/IOTC CPC 

• Call for bilateral/Multilateral Arrangements among CPC 
– Points of Contact 
– Designated Ports 
– Procedures for Port Inspection, identification and 

dissemination of information, in particular on infringements 

• The spirit of the PSMA is harmonisation (mínimum 
standards) and SHARING of results of Port inspections 



Funding opportunities 

• ICCAT Recommendation 14/08:  
 1. A special Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance Fund (MCSF) 

 be established to support and strengthen the development and 
 implementation of effective systems of port inspection by 
 developing CPCs in order to meet or exceed the minimum 
 standards set out in Recommendation by ICCAT for an ICCAT 
 Scheme for Minimum Standards for Inspection in Port (12-07). 

 
• The Common Oceans FAO-ABNJ Tuna Project has provided support 

to the IOTC for the development of a Regional Port Inspection 
Scheme 
– All CPC use the IOTC e-PSM online tool 
 

• 2nd Phase of the ABNJ in preparation (support to ICCAT e-PSM?) 



       IOTC e-PSM online tool 



Training Server 

http://epsm‐training.iotc.org   

Username: epsmuser  
PWD : epsm%iotc 
 
Passphrase for submitting 
an AREP is 
"arep‐submit‐now" 

epsm-training.iotc.org
epsm-training.iotc.org
epsm-training.iotc.org


       Industry views on the Future of MCS 

• Building blocks of Good MCS: 
– Regional Vessel Monitoring Scheme (VMS) 
– Regional Port Inspection Scheme 

• Phasing-out of the Transhipment Programme 

– Regional Observer Scheme 
• Human Observers/port samplers (science) 
• Electronic Observers at-sea (compliance) 

• Plant the seed through a sub-regional COMHAFAT 
Pilot Regional should mean savings rather than 
increased costs ! 
– Reduce Coastal State costs 
– Channel more funds to the RFMO (scope, design (IT), 

training, implementation) 



         Forthcoming Actions for the LDAC in 2018 

 

•2 regional Workshops on Implementation and Impact of SFPAs 
in the Atlantic (COMHAFAT) and Indian Oceans (IOC) 

•Side event on Implementation of SMEFF Regulation at 
forthcoming COMHAFAT Meetings 

•Providing stakeholders' views and priorities before EFCA as 
active member of EFCA Advisory Board. 

•Participating at RFMOs (ICCAT, NAFO, NEAFC) and FAO-COFI 

•Collaboration in projects to foster sustainable management of 
fisheries: H2020 EAF FARFISH, DG DEVCO “PESCAO”, GOGIN... 

•Contribute to International Ocean Governance and 
development of UN SDGs 2 & 14 
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