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I. Introduction: 

Ocean pollution is a complex issue that gives rise to major health, environmental and 
economic concerns. It is not limited to a single form of pollution, but rather to a 
multitude of sources of contamination. Ocean pollution includes the introduction of 
toxic materials and harmful pollutants such as agricultural and industrial waste, 
chemicals, oil spills and plastic waste into marine waters. One constant in all these 
factors is that most of this pollution originates on land and is the result of human 
activities. 
 
The aim of our conference is to highlight the worrying plastic pollution of the oceans, 
widely recognized as one of the most serious of our time. Every year, astronomical 
quantities of plastic, totaling millions of tones, invade our oceans to such an extent that 
we are witnessing the formation of a phenomenon known as the "7th continent", 
which extends over more than 3.5 million km². This constant tide of plastic waste is 
much more than just an environmental nuisance; it is a global crisis with devastating 
consequences. 
 

II. Context: 

The oceans,  the real lungs of the planet, are the cradle to incredible biological diversity. 

They are home to thousands of marine species, large and small, interacting within 

complex ecosystems. Unfortunately, this marine biodiversity is under serious threat 

from pollution, particularly plastic pollution. Marine animals, often mistaking plastic 

debris for food, ingest these toxic fragments, causing excruciating suffering and, in 

many cases, death. The effects of this pollution are not limited to marine animals; 

plastics fragment into microplastics, which are ingested by smaller organisms and travel 

up the food chain to reach humans, impacting our own health. 

At the same time, marine ecosystems are undergoing dramatic transformations. Coral 

reefs, already threatened by climate change, are also being affected by the 

accumulation of plastic, jeopardizing the survival of many marine species that depend 

on them. Plastic pollution alters the chemistry of seawater, encouraging the 

proliferation of toxic algae and disrupting natural nutrient cycles. In short, it causes 

systemic disturbances with incalculable consequences for the health of our oceans. 
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In the face of this global crisis, the need to raise awareness and mobilize is greater than 

ever. We can no longer ignore the human, ecological and economic cost of ocean plastic 

pollution. It is a collective responsibility that we must assume, mobilizing all spheres of 

society to reverse this alarming trend. 

Individuals can start by reviewing their consumption habits, reducing their use of 

single-use plastic and promoting sustainable alternatives. Local communities can set up 

more effective waste management programs and organize beach and river clean-ups. 

Companies have a responsibility to rethink their business models to minimize their 

environmental impact and promote nature-friendly products and packaging. 

Governments must put in place strict policies and regulations to reduce plastic 

production, promote recycling and make plastic producers accountable. 

The fight against plastic pollution of the oceans requires immediate global and 

coordinated action. It's time to come together  to preserve the health of our oceans, 

protect our precious marine biodiversity and ensure a healthier future for coming  

generations. It's a cause to which each and every one of us can and must contribute, 

because the future of our planet depends on it. 

III. Purpose of the Meeting: 

The main objective of this meeting is to bring together a diverse group of stakeholders, 

including environmental experts, government representatives, industry players, NGOs, 

researchers, educators and the general public, to discuss the challenges posed by ocean 

plastic pollution and explore effective ways of combating it. 

The central aim of the meeting is to create synergy between a variety of key 

stakeholders, each bringing a unique perspective and specific skills to the fight against 

ocean plastic pollution. This diversity of participants reflects the complexity of the 

problem and the need to engage a wide range of stakeholders to achieve effective and 

sustainable solutions. 

1. Environmental experts: These professionals are the guardians of our scientific 

understanding of plastic pollution in the oceans. Their expertise enables us to quantify 

the environmental impact, monitor pollution trends, identify high-risk areas and 

develop strategies to restore marine ecosystems. Their presence ensures that our 

actions are based on solid data and an in-depth understanding of the problems. 

2. Government representatives: Governments play a crucial role in the fight against 

plastic pollution. They are responsible for developing and implementing regulations, 

overseeing national initiatives and cooperating internationally to tackle the problem. 

The participation of government representatives will provide an opportunity to discuss 

current policies, share best practice and explore new legislative strategies. 

3. Industry players: Companies have a major role to play in reducing plastic production, 

promoting sustainability and innovating in packaging and materials. Their presence at 

this meeting provides an opportunity to discuss their commitments to social and 

environmental responsibility, their plastic waste management practices, and their 

efforts to reduce their plastic footprint. 
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4. non-governmental organizations (NGOs): NGOs are often at the forefront of the fight 

against plastic pollution. Their work on the ground, their advocacy and their 

mobilization of civil society are essential to raise awareness, encourage public 

participation and put pressure on governments and companies to act. Their presence 

ensures that the voices of committed citizens are heard. 

5. Researchers: Researchers provide the scientific expertise needed to understand 

plastic pollution, its consequences for marine life and its impact on human health. Their 

studies help to shape policy and guide concrete action. Their participation will provide 

an opportunity to share the latest discoveries and discuss future research needs. 

6. Educators: Education is an essential pillar in the fight against plastic pollution. 

Educators can share effective teaching methods to raise awareness of this crucial issue 

among the younger generations. They play a key role in shaping a culture of 

sustainability and environmental responsibility. 

7. The general public: Ultimately, the success of the fight against plastic pollution 

depends on mobilizing the general public. People need to be made aware of what is at 

stake, informed of what needs to be done and encouraged to make changes in their 

daily lives. The participation of the general public at this meeting symbolizes the 

importance of this cause for everyone. 

By bringing together this diversity of stakeholders, we are creating a space where 

innovative ideas can emerge, good practice can be shared and fruitful partnerships can 

be formed. This meeting is a valuable opportunity to combine our knowledge, expertise 

and determination to combat oceans plastic pollution  in a concerted and effective way. 

It embodies the conviction that collaboration and commitment by all are essential to 

preserve our oceans and ensure a healthier future for our planet. 

 

IV. Agenda: 

Awareness and education: 

• Presentation of the impacts of plastic pollution on the oceans and marine 

biodiversity (The presentation of the impacts of ocean plastic pollution  and 

marine biodiversity is a crucial stage in the meeting on raising awareness and 

ways of combating this pollution. This presentation should highlight the 

seriousness of the problem and make participants aware of the extent of the 

damage caused). 

• The role of public awareness and education in reducing plastic pollution (The 

role of public awareness and education in reducing plastic pollution is essential 

to bring about changes in behavior and attitudes on an individual and collective 

scale). 

 

Government action and regulations: 

• Presentation of existing policies and regulations aimed at reducing plastic 

pollution (The presentation of existing policies and regulations aimed at 
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reducing plastic pollution is essential to show meeting participants the efforts 

already undertaken at national and international level). 

• Discussions on government initiatives to strengthen control measures. 

(Discussions on government initiatives to strengthen control measures in the 

context of the fight against oceans plastic pollution  are essential to examine the 

actions that governments are taking or planning to take to regulate and minimize 

the environmental impact of plastic). 

 

Technological and Industrial Innovation: 

• Presentation of new technologies and industry initiatives to reduce plastic 

production and promote recycling (This presentation will look at the latest 

developments in new technologies and industry initiatives to reduce plastic 

production and promote recycling). 

• Opportunities for public-private partnerships to stimulate innovation. 

• Community and Local Solutions (This presentation will focus on the opportunities 

and benefits of public-private partnerships (PPPs) as catalysts for innovation in 

proposing solutions to limit the environmental impact of plastics): 

• Examples of successful community projects to tackle plastic pollution at a local 

level. (Explores the importance of tackling local challenges by mobilizing the 

resources and knowledge of local communities. This grassroots approach aims 

to solve specific problems that have a direct impact on the daily lives of residents 

in a given area). 

The importance of community involvement in plastic waste management. 

Youth Education 

• The role of schools and educational programs in raising young people's 

awareness of plastic pollution and marine conservation (The role of schools and 

educational programs is crucial in raising young people's awareness of plastic 

pollution and marine conservation. They provide an essential platform for 

teaching pupils about the causes and consequences of plastic pollution, as well 

as measures to preserve marine ecosystems. By integrating these subjects into 

the curriculum, schools can help to shape a new generation of responsible 

citizens committed to protecting the environment). 

• Sharing effective educational initiatives. (Sharing effective educational initiatives 

involves disseminating and exchanging successful teaching practices between 

educators and institutions. This helps to improve the quality of teaching by 

drawing on approaches that have proved their worth, thereby promoting the 

ongoing development of education). 

• Mobilization and Campaigns. Presentation of successful awareness-raising 

campaigns and mobilization strategies. (These activities aim to generate 

commitment, mobilize resources and create a positive impact by highlighting 

specific messages or actions to achieve a common goal). 

• Discussion on how to create a global movement against plastic pollution (The 

discussion focuses on the strategy for creating a global movement against plastic 

pollution. It explores ways of mobilizing coordinated global action, raising 
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awareness and involving individuals, communities, governments and businesses 

to reduce plastic pollution and preserve the environment). 

 

Industry Commitment and Extended Responsibility: 

• Corporate commitment to reduce plastic use and adopt more sustainable 

practices. (Corporate commitment to reducing plastic use and adopting more 

sustainable practices involves encouraging companies to take steps to limit their 

plastic footprint and adopt green initiatives. This often involves reducing the use 

of single-use plastics, switching to alternative materials, promoting recycling, 

and implementing more environmentally friendly production practices to help 

preserve the planet). 

• Extended producer responsibility for plastic waste management. (Extended 

producer responsibility means that manufacturers and companies that place 

plastic products on the market are obliged to play an active part in managing 

plastic waste. This means that they must play an active role in the collection, 

recycling and reduction of plastic waste, thereby helping to minimize the 

environmental impact of their products throughout their life cycle). 

 

V.  Conclusion: 

The fight against oceans plastic pollution  is unquestionably one of the most pressing 

environmental challenges facing humanity today. The urgency of the situation is 

overwhelming, and the need for immediate and concerted action on a global scale 

could not be clearer. The devastating consequences of plastic pollution affect every 

corner of our planet, from the Arctic to the Antarctic, from isolated beaches to the 

abyssal depths of the oceans. Faced with this global crisis, we must act now, and the 

meeting we are organizing is of crucial importance. 

This meeting is an essential platform for bringing together brilliant and committed 

minds from all walks of life. It provides an opportunity to share knowledge, exchange 

innovative ideas and develop practical solutions to combat oceans plastic pollution  . 

By bringing together environmental experts, researchers, government officials, 

industry representatives, conservationists, educators and many others, we are creating 

a unique space for collaboration. 

The first step in this fight is to raise awareness. We need to inform the public about the 

issues and consequences of plastic pollution, raise awareness and encourage action. 

The media, social networks, awareness campaigns and educational initiatives are 

crucial tools for getting this message across. We must also work to change attitudes 

and behavior, by encouraging more responsible consumption and promoting 

alternatives to single-use plastic. 

The second step is to develop effective policies and regulations at national and 

international level. Governments have a fundamental role to play in adopting measures 

to reduce plastic production, promote recycling and impose responsibilities on plastic 

producers. International cooperation is essential to harmonize efforts and ensure that 

actions taken by one country are not neutralized by the practices of another. 
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The third stage involves innovation and research. We need to encourage the 

development of alternative technologies and materials to plastic, as well as more 

environmentally friendly industrial practices. Scientific research is an essential pillar for 

understanding the extent of plastic pollution, its sources and its impacts, so that we can 

make informed decisions. 

Finally, we need to encourage collaboration between the public and private sectors, 

NGOs and civil society. Together, we can develop joint initiatives, partnerships and pilot 

projects that will advance the fight against plastic pollution. 

By working together, with determination and commitment, we have the power to take 

concrete steps to protect our oceans. We can reverse the current trend and work 

towards a future where coming generations can enjoy the beauty and richness of our 

marine ecosystems. This meeting is a crucial step in that direction, and we have a 

collective responsibility to ensure that it produces concrete results. Ultimately, the 

preservation of our oceans and marine life depends on our immediate and coordinated 

action. 


