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As a result of thorough and extensive discussions, the African Meeting on the 

Sustainable Use of Aquatic Living Resources AGREES on a set of recommendations 

to: 

 

 REAFFIRM Sustainable Use as a universal principle based on the application of 

sound scientific evidence; 

 

 RECOGNIZE the importance of the fisheries sector for African countries due to its 

contribution to food security, livelihoods, employment, biodiversity and 

socio-economic development. 

 

 BE AWARE of the growing dangers threatening multicultural diversity and food 

security particularly the use of fisheries resources with potential detrimental 

consequences for the populations of our countries; 

 

 ENSURE that fisheries sectors are involved in all coordination and 

decision-making processes that establish national and international policies 

impacting the management of commercially exploited aquatic living resources; 

 

 ENSURE that fisheries sectors participate rigorously in international conferences 

where fisheries issues will be discussed.  

 

 STRENGTHEN communication efforts, diplomatic lobbying and cooperation to 

promote the legitimacy and conservation benefits of sustainable use based on 

scientific evidence, in order to tackle with growing pressure from  countries and 

international environmental NGOs which are against the sustainable use principle.   

 

 

International Whaling Commission (IWC) 

 Annual Contribution 

 URGE their Governments timely payment of annual contributions and 

participate with full voting rights at the next IWC Commission Meeting in 

Brazil scheduled in September 2018 (IWC67). 

 

 Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling (ASW) 

 SUPPORT collectively the renewal of ASW catch limits, noting the cultural 

value of ASW, the legitimate rights of indigenous people recognizing that 

current ASW catch limits will be renewed at IWC67.  



 

 Way Forward of the IWC 

 DEVELOP fresh options to enable the IWC to stick to the objectives of whale 

resources management, recognizing its long-standing dysfunctionality and its 

inability, to make sound decisions as a resource management organization; 

 Food Security 

 ENGAGE proactively in the discussion on food security and livelihoods within 

the IWC. 

 

 Special Permit for Scientific Research Whaling 

 RECONFIRM the legitimate right of Contracting Governments to issue 

Special Permits for scientific research whaling under Article VIII of the 

International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling (ICRW) and the 

importance for every SU country to proactively affirm this right. 

 

 OBJECT to initiatives that aim to unduly limit the right of Contracting 

Governments to issue Special Permits, such as Resolution 2014-5 and 

Resolution 2016-2, noting that they are against the principle and provisions of 

the ICRW.  

 

 South Atlantic Sanctuary proposal 

 REJECT the proposal to establish the South Atlantic Sanctuary which is not 

scientifically proven as a management instrument, and could have negative impact 

on the livelihoods and development of fisheries sectors. 

 

 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES) 

 RECONFIRM that the conservation and management of commercially exploited 

aquatic species are properly carried out by relevant regional and international 

fisheries management organizations. 

 

 RAISE awareness that any listing proposal that is contrary to the objectives and 

purposes of CITES as per provided in the Convention does not merit consideration, 

while recognizing that CITES aims to protect genuinely endangered species from 

extinction through restrictions on their international trade. 

 

 RAISE awareness of the intrinsic challenges faced by developing countries in 

implementing the requirements of CITES listings of aquatic species (e.g. 

identification of species, issuance of “Non Detriment Findings (NDF)”, issuance of 

the certificate for the “Introduction from the Sea”) and the severe impacts on 

socio-economics and livelihoods. 



 

 

Region-Specific Issues 

USE diplomatic leverage, including through regional organization, to encourage 

the countries in the region to adopt policies consistent with sustainable use 

principle based on scientific evidence. 


