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IS THE BBNJ JUST AN IMPLEMENTING AGREEMENT?  

IMPLEMENTING

provides operationalization 
to UNCLOS

fills regulatory gaps in 
UNCLOS on conservation and 
sustainable use of marine 
biodiversity in the high seas.

Support developing States 
through capacity-building 
and marine technology 
transfer

FRAMEWORK

lays down broad, 
overarching principles and 
guidelines for ocean 
conservation rather than 
rigid, sector-specific rules

It directs states to cooperate 
and establish Area-Based 
Management Tools (ABMTs), 
such as Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs).

UMBRELLA

It Does Not Create Sub-
Agreements

It Fills Gaps, It Doesn't 
Govern Everything

UNCLOS is the True 
Umbrella

INSTITUTIONAL

Creates decision-making 
bodies: The Conference of the 
Parties

provides with its own financial 
mechanisms (funds) 

establishes operational bodies 
such as the Scientific and Technical 
Body, the Clearing House 

Mechanism, The Committees for:  
a) Access and Benefit-Sharing, 

b) The Capacity-Building and 
Transfer of Marine Technology,
c) Finance, and 
d) Iplementation and 
Compliance 



THE BBNJ LEGAL ARCHITECTURE:

PREAMBLE GENERAL 
PROVISIONS

- Respect the balance of
rights, obligations and 
interests set out in 
UNCLOS

- protect and preserve 
marine  
environment;

- Desiring to act as 
sterwards
of the Ocean in the ABNJ

- Conservation and sustainable use;
- Coordination and Cooperation;
- Effective implementation of the relevant provisions set out in  

UNCLOS
- The Non-undermining principle
- Other principles and approaches

(a) The polluter-pays;
(b) The common heritage of humankind;
(c) The freedom of marine scientific research,
(d) The equity and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits;
(e) The precautionary principle or approach;
(f)  An ecosystem approach;
(g)  An integrated approach to ocean management;
(h)  An approach that builds ecosystem resilience 
(i)  The use of the best available science and scientific information;
(j) The full recognition of the special circumstances of small 

island, and least developed countries;



MARINE GENETIIC 
RESOURCES + 

BENEFIT SHARING

ENVIRONMEMTAL 
IMPACT ASESSMENTS

AREA BASED 
MANAGEMENT 

TOOLS, eg. M.P.As 

CAPACITY BUILDING / 
TRANSFER MARINE 

TECHNOLOGY

THE BBNJ LEGAL ARCHITECTURE:

Objectives: (to)

Strengthen the capacity of 
developing States to 
participate in related 
activities;

Advance knowledge, 
science, and innovation 
through marine research; 

Promote the development 
and transfer of marine 
technology. (Clearing 
House Mechanism)

Ensure fair sharing of 
benefits from MGRs form 
ABNJ (monetary -fund-  and 
non-monetary);

+ ++
Objectives:  (to)

Conserve and sustainably 
use through effective ABMTs 
and MPAs

Strengthen cooperation and 
coordination among States 
and relevant bodies;

Protect and restore marine 
biodiversity, ecosystem 
health, and resilience

Support food security, 
socioeconomic interests, 
and cultural values

Support developing States 
through capacity-building 
and marine technology 
transfer

Objectives:  (to)

establish procedures and 
requirements for E I A´s 
beyond national jurisdiction

Prevent, mitigate, and manage 
significant adverse impacts on 
the marine environment;

Address cumulative and 
cross-jurisdictional impacts

Provide for strategic 
environmental assessments;

Ensure a coherent framework 
for E I A´s ;

Strengthen developing States’ 
capacity to conduct and 
evaluate E A´s

Objectives: (to) 

Support implementation of 
the Agreement, particularly 
by developing States

Promote inclusive, equitable, 
and effective cooperation 
and participation
Strengthen capacity and 
access to marine science 
and technology 

share knowledge on marine 
biodiversity beyond national 
jjurisdiction;

Support developing States in 
achieving objectives related 
to MGR´s. ABMT´s, and 
E.I.As



UNCLOS AND 
BBNJ

UNCLOS AND 
RFMOs

(December, 2017)

THE NON-UNDERMINING CLAUSE

AS IT WAS MANDATED



THE BBNJ AND FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

SEA BED 
AUTHORITY

UNCLOS

U.N. FISH STOCK 
AGREEMENT

B B N J 

RFMOs. 
ARTS. 118, 119

RFMOs. 
ARTS. 7.1.c, 8, 9, 10, 

11, 14, 17, 10…

RFMOs. 
ARTS. 5, …



THE NON-UNDERMINING CLAUSE

AS IT WAS DECIDED

ART.  5: 

…/…



THE NON-UNDERMINING CLAUSE

AS IT WAS DECIDED

ART.  10: 



THE NON-UNDERMINING CLAUSE

AS IT WAS DECIDED

ART.  23: 



THE NON-UNDERMINING CLAUSE

AS IT WAS DECIDED

ART.  24: 









	 	
	 	   

	 	 1	

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

BBNJ 

 

SPRFMO




	Diapositive 1
	Diapositive 2 THE UNCLOS SYSTEM
	Diapositive 3 THE UNCLOS SYSTEM
	Diapositive 4
	Diapositive 5
	Diapositive 6
	Diapositive 7
	Diapositive 8 THE BBNJ AND FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
	Diapositive 9
	Diapositive 10
	Diapositive 11
	Diapositive 12
	Diapositive 13
	Diapositive 14
	Diapositive 15
	Diapositive 16
	Diapositive 17

