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OUTLINE 
▪ Introduction

▪ Overview of fish processing in 
Nigeria

▪ Women participation in fish 
processing

▪ Main activities in Fish processing

▪ Methods in fish processing

▪ Equipment used in Modern 
Processing

▪ Constraints and challenges

▪ Recommendation

▪ Conclusions 



OVERVIEW OF FISH 
PROCESSING IN NIGERIA

▪ Fish processing plays an important role in 
food security and livelihoods in Nigeria.

▪ Women are highly involved in fish 
processing and marketing activities across 
coastal and inland communities

▪ The sector supports household income, 
nutrition, and employment opportunities.

▪ Common fish species processed include 

catfish, tilapia, African swordfish  

scientifically referred to as Gymnarchus

Niloticus, and Nile perch popularly called 

Mangala or Giwan ruwa in Nigeria



Women Participation in Nigeria's Fisheries Value 

Chain (%)

Overall Fisheries & Aquaculture       

   ████████░░░░░░░░░░░░  24%

Processing

 ████████████████████  82.5%

Marketing

 ████████████████████  90%

Fish Production Farming    

  ███████░░░░░░░░░░░░░  22.9%

Logistics

 ░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░   0%

Importation (Frozen Fish Marketing)     

 ███████████████░░░░░  64.2%

Youth Participation & PWDs

 ░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░░   2%



MAIN ACTIVITIES CARRIED 
OUT BY WOMEN PROCESSORS



Different methods of Fish 
Processing 



old and modern equipment 
USED



CONSTRAINTS AND
CHALLENGES

Some of the major challenges include:

 * High cost of processing equipment.

 * Poor access to modern smoking kilns.

 * Inadequate storage and cold chain 
facilities.

 * Limited access to finance and loans

 * Policies guiding women in the 
fisheries sector.

 * Limited training on hygiene, 
packaging, and quality standards



NEEDS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS

* Support for more Capacity building 
and practical training for more women 
processors

 * Access to improved smoking and 
drying equipment for more women

 * More Improved storage facilities 
across the geopolitical zones.

 * Stronger support and partnerships 
with development partners and the 
government.



CONCLUSION

Fish processing and value addition play a vital role in 
improving food security, reducing post-harvest losses, 
increasing income generation, and creating employment 
opportunities, especially for women and youth in the fisheries 
sector. Through proper handling, modern processing 
techniques, packaging, and adherence to quality and export 
standards, fish products can gain higher market value and 
wider consumer acceptance

THANK YOU.
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